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An Introduction to
The [expanded] Bible™

The Bible is the most influential literary work in human his-
tory, an unparalleled collection of poetry, prose, history, narra-
tive, laws, psalms, proverbs, prophecy, and letters. Yet the Bible
is much more than a great library. It is also the inspired and
authoritative Word of God—his message to human beings.
God speaks to us through his Word. It is critical, therefore, that
it be understood.

Most people, however, do not read the Bible in its original
languages. The Bible was originally written in Hebrew (the Old
Testament) and Greek (the New Testament), with parts in Ara-
maic. As the most important book of all time, the Bible has
been translated into hundreds of other languages, including,
in the case of The Expanded Bible, English.

No translation is ever completely successful, however,
whether of the Bible or any other text. All translations fall short
for a variety of reasons. First, no two languages are equivalent
in their vocabulary, sounds, rhythms, idioms, or underlying
structure. Nor are any two cultures out of which languages arise
equivalent in their way of understanding and expressing real-
ity, their value systems, or their social and political organiza-
tion, among other factors. Second, the meaning of a text
includes much more than its abstract thought. The sounds and
rhythms of words, word play and puns, emotional overtones,
metaphor, figurative language, and tone are just some of the other
devices that carry meaning. No translation can transfer all these
things from one language to another. Third, all translation re-
quires interpretation. One cannot convey meaning in a second
language without first deciding what it means in the original. This
step of interpretation in translation is unavoidable and imper-
fect; equally skilled and well-meaning scholars will interpret dif-
ferently. Fourth, a traditional translation requires one to choose
a single possibility—whether of a word or an interpretation—
when in fact two or more may be plausible.

MORE THAN AN
ORDINARY
TRANSLATION



Introduction

APPROACHES TO

TRANSLATION

X

The Expanded Bible, while also imperfect, helps with all of these
problems inherent in translation. It allows the reader to see multi-
ple possibilities for words, phrases, and interpretations. Rather than
opting for one choice, it shows many. It can, for instance, show both
an original metaphor and a more prosaic understanding of that
metaphor. It can show a second or third way of understanding the
meaning of a word, phrase, verse or passage. It can provide com-
ments that give the historical, cultural, linguistic, or theological
background that an English-language reader may lack. When
helpful, it provides the most literal renderings to show what a
translator has to work with.

With so many English translations available, some may ask
why we need another. In many ways this is not another transla-
tion. Instead, it offers additional information that allows readers
to see how translation communicates meaning. Readers see, in a
clear and concise format, much of what a translator sees while
working to be as faithful to the text as possible. The goal of this
approach is not to suggest that a text can mean whatever anyone
wants it to mean (it cannot), but to show that the Bible in its
original languages is rich, multi-layered, and profound. The Ex-
panded Bible does not overcome all the limitations of translation,
but it allows more of the features of the original text to come
across into English than any ordinary translation can.

All translations of the Bible wish to be clear, accurate, and read-
able. Different translations emphasize different approaches to
reaching that goal. Some emphasize reproducing as closely as
possible in a modern language the structure of the original lan-
guage (including word order, sentence length, and groupings of
words in clauses and phrases). This approach, often called for-
mal equivalence, favors being as literal as possible in finding sin-
gle meanings for words, preserves idioms and metaphors (even
if they convey little to a modern reader), and tends to expect the
reader to work hard to understand the meaning of the text.

Another approach emphasizes that meaning in language is
conveyed by groups of words working together. This approach,
often called functional equivalence or meaning-based translation,
tries less to find the single meaning of each word in the original,
and more to understand and convey the meaning of entire
phrases, clauses and sentences. To use an example from a mod-
ern language, the Spanish phrase ; Como se llama?, translated lit-
erally, would be something like “How yourself call?” This would
be a poor translation. A more accurate, though less literal, ren-
dering would be “What’s your name?” Meaning-based translation
theory claims this situation occurs frequently in all translation,
including in translation of the biblical languages.

One place meaning-based translations differ from formal equiv-
alence translations is in their treatment of gender. The New
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Testament Greek word adelphoi, for instance, sometimes means
“brothers” (male siblings), but also commonly means simply
“siblings” or “brothers and sisters”—referring to Christian be-
lievers. When the context in the original language calls for it, The
Expanded Bible uses English terms that refer to both sexes. If
multiple interpretations are possible, it shows alternatives.

Although both formal and functional equivalence translation
theories have benefits, and impassioned advocates, every transla-
tion in fact uses both approaches. Even the most literal translation
sacrifices literalness for meaning when it must, and even the most
meaning-based or idiomatic translation is literal when the literal
is clear and readable. One of the virtues of The Expanded Bible is
that it represents the best of both approaches, offering idiomatic
renderings to clearly convey the meaning of the text, and literal al-
ternatives to show underlying structural features and allow the
reader to assess the choices a more meaning-based translation has
made. Ultimately, no translation serves the goals of clarity, accu-
racy, and readability better than The Expanded Bible.

The Expanded Bible incorporates within each line the informa-
tion one would find in a variety of Bible reference works, making
it possible to read and study the Bible at the same time. The base
text is a modified version of the New Century Version, a clear and
accurate, meaning-based (functional-equivalent) Bible version.
This base text appears in bold-faced type. Alternate interpreta-
tions of words, phrases, or idioms (and other information) are
placed in brackets in lighter type.

The easiest way to learn to use The Expanded Bible is simply to
read it. One may wish to read a verse or passage first using only
the bolded text, then go back and read it again using the expanded
material. The markers (sigla) used are simple and the method is
quite intuitive:

[ ] EXPANSION: Other possible ways of translating a word,

phrase, clause, or sentence. Expansions are enclosed within
a set of brackets [ ], and provide synonyms, different nuances, or
sometimes more sophisticated diction.

Hebrews 4:12 God’s word is alive and -working [active; power-
ful; effective] and is sharper than a double-edged sword.

Note: For Expansions, Alternates, certain Literals, and certain
Traditionals (see below), a bullet (-) is used to show where to begin
the replacement of a word or words before the set of brackets
with the word or words within the set of brackets. The Literals and
Traditionals that are not associated with a bullet do not require to
be substituted for any word or words in the base text, but are just
to be added.

Introduction

HOW TO USE

THE EXPANDED
BIBLE
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[ 0 ] ALTERNATE: A different translation possibility that takes

the meaning of the original language in a different direc-
tion than the base text does. Alternates provide information not
possible in a standard translation, which must choose between
possibilities for its main text. These are signaled by an or within
a set of brackets: [or].

Hebrews 11:1-2 Faith means -being sure [the assurance; or
the tangible reality; or the sure foundation] of the things we hope
for and -knowing that something is real even if we do not see it
[the conviction/assurance/evidence about things not seen].
2Faith is the reason -we remember [or God commended/
approved] -great people who lived in the past [the people of old;
the ancients; our spiritual ancestors].

L LITERAL: A more literal rendering of the original language,
allowing the reader to see why translations make varying
choices. These are signaled by a superscript L within a bracket: [L ].

Ephesians 5:6 Do not let anyone -fool [deceive] you -by telling
you things that are not true [or with shallow philosophies; Lwith
empty words], because these things will bring God’s -anger
[wrath] on -those who do not obey him [Lthe children/sons of
disobedience].

T TRADITIONAL: Provides familiar terms and well-known
renderings from past translations, especially those in the King
James tradition. Signaled by a superscript T within a bracket: [T ].

1 Corinthians 13:12 Now we see a -dim [obscure; or indirect]
reflection, as -if we were looking into a mirror [Tthrough a glass
darkly], but then we shall see -clearly [Lface to face].

C COMMENT: Briefly provides historical, cultural, theologi-

cal, or other explanatory information to help readers better
understand a verse or passage. These are signaled by a superscript
C within a bracket: [C ]. (There is no bullet in the base text for
these because no replacement is required.)

Ephesians 5:25-26 Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the
church and gave himself for her 26to -make her holy [sanctify her],
cleansing her in the washing of water by the word [Cthe “washing”
may refer to (1) baptism; (2) spiritual cleansing (Titus 3:5); or (3) an
analogy drawn from the Jewish prenuptial bath (Ezek. 16:8-14); the
“word” may be (1) the Gospel; (2) a baptismal formula, or (3) the
confession of the one baptized].



Xiii
G en. 1:1 REFERENCE: Provides cross-references to paral-
* 7" lel passages, quotations from or allusions to an-
other part of the Bible. These usually appear within a bracket.

(There is no bullet in the base text for these because no replace-
ment is required.)

Matthew 4:7 Jesus answered him, “It also says in the Scrip-
tures, ‘Do not -test [tempt] the Lord your God [Deut. 6:16].”

11 TEXTUAL VARIANT: Footnoted material that shows signif-

icant differences in various manuscripts in the original lan-
guages. Signaled by a superscript ” that leads to a footnote at the
bottom of the page. (In some cases a passage in the base text is
enclosed within vertical lines, indicating what is not contained in
certain early manuscripts, as the footnote indicates.)

Matthew 6:13 IThe kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours forever. Amen.|”

n6:13 The kingdom ... Amen. Some early Greek copies do not
contain this passage.

The illuminating possibilities of The Expanded Bible method
are most apparent when these different devices are used in close
succession. Each device builds on the previous one to help us un-
derstand difficult passages and bring out the richness of the text
more fully than any standard translation can:

21But now -God’s way to make people right with him [Lthe
righteousness of God] -without [apart from] the law has been
-shown to us [revealed; made known], a way -told to us [tes-
tified to; attested] by the law and the prophets. 22:God makes
people right with himself [LThis righteousness comes] through
-their faith in [or the faithfulness of] Jesus Christ. This is true
for all who believe in Christ, because -all people are the same
[there is no distinction/difference; Cbetween Jews and Gentiles]:
23[LFor; Because] Everyone has sinned and -fallen short [or
is not worthy of] of God’s -glorious standard [or glorious
presence; Lglory], 24and all need to be -made right with God
[justified; declared righteous] as a free gift by his grace, -by
being set free from sin [Lthrough the redemption that is]
‘through [or in] Jesus Christ. 25God -sent [or appointed; or
presented] him -to die in our place to take away our sins [as
a sacrifice of atonement; or as the mercy seat; Tas a propitia-
tion; Cthe Greek term could mean the place where sacrificial
blood was dripped (the mercy seat) or the sacrifice itself; it
implies an atoning sacrifice that turns away divine wrath].

Introduction
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Abbreviations used in

The [expanded] Bible

OT = an Old Testament book; NT = a New Testament book

Acts Acts NT Luke Luke NT
Amos Amos oT Mal. Malachi oT
1 Chr. 1 Chronicles oT Mark Mark NT
2 Chr. 2 Chronicles oT Matt. Matthew NT
Col. Colossians NT Mic. Micah oT
1 Cor. 1 Corinthians NT Nah. Nahum oT
2 Cor. 2 Corinthians NT Neh. Nehemiah oT
Dan. Daniel oT Num. Numbers oT
Deut. Deuteronomy oT Obad. Obadiah oT
Eccl. Ecclesiastes oT 1 Pet. 1 Peter NT
Eph. Ephesians NT 2 Pet. 2 Peter NT
Esth. Esther oT Phil. Philippians NT
Ex. Exodus oT Philem. Philemon NT
Ezek. Ezekiel oT Prov. Proverbs oT
Ezra Ezra oT Ps. Psalms oT
Gal. Galatians NT Rev. Revelation NT
Gen. Genesis oT Rom. Romans NT
Hab. Habakkuk oT Ruth Ruth oT
Hag. Haggai oT 1 Sam. 1 Samuel oT
Heb. Hebrews NT 2 Sam. 2 Samuel oT
Hos. Hosea oT Song Song of Songs OT
Is. Isaiah oT 1 Thess. 1 Thessalonians NT
James James NT 2 Thess. 2 Thessalonians NT
Jer. Jeremiah oT 1 Tim. 1 Timothy NT
Job Job oT 2 Tim. 2 Timothy NT
Joel Joel oT Titus Titus NT
John John NT Zech. Zechariah oT
1John 1 John NT Zeph. Zephaniah oT
§ }g}ﬁﬂ g }gﬁg §$ Special Abbreviations

Jon. Jonah oT oT Old Testament

Josh. Joshua oT NT New Testament

Jude Jude NT AD Anno Domini

Judg. Judges oT (in the year of our Lord)
1 Kin. 1 Kings oT BC Before Christ

2 Kin. 2 Kings oT LXX  The Septuagint (a Greek
Lam. Lamentations oT translation of the OT)

Lev. Leviticus oT cf. confer (compare)
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Matthew

This is the -family history [record of the ancestors; THE EAMILY
genealogy; lbook of the offspring/family; Cperhapsa  HISTORY OF JESUS
title for the entire book] of Jesus -Christ [the Messiah]. (1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38)

‘He came from the family of David, and David came
from the family of Abraham [L...the son of David, the
son of Abraham; ¢“son” can mean descendant].
2Abraham -was the father of [fathered; Tbegot; Cand so
throughout the genealogy; the word can refer to more
distant ancestry] Isaac.
Isaac was the father of Jacob.
Jacob was the father of Judah and his brothers.
3Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah.
(Their mother was Tamar [Gen. 38].)
Perez was the father of Hezron.
Hezron was the father of Ram.
4Ram was the father of Amminadab.
Amminadab was the father of Nahshon.
Nahshon was the father of Salmon.
5Salmon was the father of Boaz.
(Boaz’s mother was Rahab [Josh. 2].)
Boaz was the father of Obed.
(Obed’s mother was Ruth [Ruth 4:13-22].)
Obed was the father of Jesse.
6Jesse was the father of King David.
David was the father of Solomon.
(Solomon’s mother had been Uriah’s wife [CBathsheba;
2 Sam. 11-12].)
7Solomon was the father of Rehoboam.
Rehoboam was the father of Abijah.
Abijah was the father of Asa.n
8Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat.
Jehoshaphat was the father of Joram [Ca variant spelling of
Jehoram; 1 Kin. 22:50].

1:7 Asa Some Greek copies read "Asaph, another name for Asa (see 1 Chronicles
3:10).
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Joram was the -ancestor [or father; Csee v. 2] of Uzziah.
9Uzziah was the father of Jotham.
Jotham was the father of Ahaz.
Ahaz was the father of Hezekiah.
10Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh.
Manasseh was the father of Amon.
Amon was the father of Josiah.
11Josiah was the -grandfather [or father; Csee v. 2] of Jeco-
niah [Canother name for Jehoiachin; see 2 Kin. 24:6;
1 Chr. 3:16] and his brothers.

(This was at the time -that the people were taken [Lof the
exile/deportation; 2 Kin. 24:8—17] to Babylon.)
12After -they were taken [the exile/deportation] to Babylon:

Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel.

Shealtiel was the -grandfather [or father; Csee v. 2] of

Zerubbabel [Ezra 2].

13Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud.

Abiud was the father of Eliakim.

Eliakim was the father of Azor.
14Azor was the father of Zadok.

Zadok was the father of -Akim [Achim].

-Akim [Achim] was the father of Eliud.
15Eliud was the father of Eleazar.

Eleazar was the father of Matthan.

Matthan was the father of Jacob.
16Jacob was the father of Joseph.

Joseph was the husband of Mary,

and Mary -was the mother of [gave birth to] Jesus, who is

called the -Christ [Messiah].
17So there were fourteen generations [Lin all] from Abra-

ham to David. And there were fourteen generations from
David until the -people were taken [exile; deportation] to
Babylon. And there were fourteen generations from the time
‘when the people were taken [of the exile/deportation] to
Babylon until -Christ [the Messiah] was born.

18This is how the birth of Jesus -Christ [the Messiah]
came about. His mother Mary was -engaged [pledged; Tbe-
trothed; Ca formal agreement between families that required
a “divorce” to annul] to marry Joseph, but before they -mar-
ried [came to live together], she -learned she was [or was
found/discovered to be] -pregnant [Twith child] -by the
power of [through] the Holy Spirit. 19Because Mary’s hus-
band, Joseph, was a -good [righteous] man, he did not want
to disgrace her in public, so he planned to -divorce her [end
the engagement] -secretly [privately; quietly].

20While Joseph -thought about [considered; decided;
resolved to do] these things, [Llook; Tbehold] an angel of the
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Lord -came [appeared] to him in a dream. The angel said,
“Joseph, -descendant [son] of David, don’t be afraid to take
Mary as your wife, because -the baby [Lwhat is conceived] in
her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son,
and you will name him Jesus, because he will save his people
from their sins [Cthe name Jesus means “the Lord saves”].”

22All this happened to -bring about [fulfill] what the Lord
had -said [spoken] through the prophet: 23“[LLook; TBehold]
The virgin will -be pregnant [Lconceive in her wombj; Is.
7:14]. She will -have [give birth to] a son, and they will name
him Immanuel,” which [Cin Hebrew] means “God is
with us.”

24When Joseph woke up, he did what the Lord’s angel had
‘told [commanded] him to do. Joseph took Mary as his wife,
25but he did not have sexual relations with her until she
gave birth to a son. And -Joseph [Lhe] named him Jesus.

‘When [After] Jesus was born in the town of Bethle-  WwiSE MEN COME
hem in Judea during the time when Herod was king, TO VISIT JESUS

some -wise men [astrologers; magi; Ca class of wise men and
priests who practiced astrology] from the east came to
Jerusalem. 2They asked, “Where is the -baby who was born
to be the king [or newborn king] of the Jews? We saw his star
-in the east [or when it rose] and have come to -worship him
[pay him homage].”

3When King Herod heard this, he was -troubled [very dis-
turbed; frightened], as were all the people in Jerusalem.
4Herod -called a meeting of [assembled] all the leading
[Tchief] priests and -teachers of the law [scribes] and -asked
[inquired of] them where the -Christ [Messiah] would be
born. 5They answered, “In the town of Bethlehem in Judea.
‘The prophet wrote about this in the Scriptures [LFor so it
has been written by the prophet]:
6“But [or And] you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are -not just an insignificant village in [Lby no means least

among the rulers/ruling cities of] Judah [Mic. 5:2].
[LFor; Because] A ruler will come from you
who will -be like a shepherd for [Lshepherd] my people
Israel.”

7Then Herod -had a secret meeting with [privately sum-
moned] the ‘wise men [astologers; magi; v. 1] and -learned
[inquired] from them the exact time -they first saw the star
[the star appeared]. 8He sent the -wise men [astologers;
magi] to Bethlehem, saying, “-Look [Go and search] care-
fully for the child. When you find him, -come tell [report to]
me so I can [Lgo and] -worship [pay homage to] him too.”

9After the -wise men [astrologers; magi] -heard [listened
to; had their interview with] the king, they -left [went on



Matthew 2:10

JESUS’ PARENTS
TAKE HIM TO
EGYPT

HEROD KILLS THE
BABY BOYS

JOSEPH AND MARY
RETURN

4

their way; set out]. [LAnd look] The star that they had seen
-in the east [or when it rose] went -before [ahead of] them
until it -stopped [stood] above the place where the child was.
10When the ‘wise men [astologers; magi] saw the star, they
-were filled with joy [were overjoyed; Lrejoiced with exceed-
ingly great joy]. 11They -came to [entered] the house where
the child was and saw him with his mother, Mary, and they
‘bowed down [knelt; Lfell] and worshiped [paid homage to]
him. They opened their -gifts [treasure chests; treasures] and
gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12-But God
warned the wise men [LBeing warned; Cthe passive verb im-
plies God as subject] in a dream not to go back to Herod, so
they returned to their own country by a different way.

13After they left, an angel of the Lord -came [appeared] to
Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up! Take the child and his
mother and -escape [flee] to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you
to return, because Herod is ‘starting [intending; going] to
-look [search] for the child so he can kill him.”

14S0 Joseph got up and left for Egypt during the night
with the child and his mother. 15And Joseph stayed in Egypt
until Herod died. This happened to -bring about [fulfill]
what the Lord had said through the prophet: “I called my
son out of Egypt [Hos. 11:1; CJesus fulfills the role of Israel
by leading a spiritual Exodus].”

16When Herod saw that the -wise men [astologers; magi]
had -tricked [outwitted; outsmarted] him, he was furious. So
he -gave an order [or sent soldiers] to kill all the baby boys in
Bethlehem and in the surrounding area who were two years
old or younger. This was -in keeping with [based on] the
time he learned from the -wise men [astologers; magi]. 17-So
[Then] what -God had said [Lwas spoken; Cthe passive verb
implies God as subject] through the prophet Jeremiah -came
true [was fulfilled]:
18“A -voice [cry; sound] was heard in Ramah [Cthe sending
point from which the Jews went into exile to Babylon;
Jer. 40:1]
-of painful crying [weeping] and -deep sadness [great
mourning/lamentation]:
Rachel -crying [weeping] for her children.
She refused to be comforted,
because -her children are dead [Lthey are no more;
Jer. 31:15].

19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord -spoke [ap-
peared] to Joseph in a dream while he was in Egypt. 20The
angel said, “Get up! Take the child and his mother and go to
the land of Israel, because the people who were -trying to kill
[Lseeking the life of] the child are now dead.”
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21So0 Joseph [Lgot up,] took the child and his mother and
-went [returned] to Israel. 22But he heard that Archelaus
[Creigned from 4 BC to AD 6] was now -king [reigning] in
Judea -since his father Herod had died [Lin place of his father
Herod]. So Joseph was afraid to go there. After being warned
in a dream, he -went [withdrew] to the -area [region; district]
of Galilee, 23to a town called Nazareth, and lived there. And
so what -God had said [was spoken; Cthe passive verb implies
God as subject] through the prophets -came true [was ful-
filled]: “He will be called a Nazarene [Ca person from the
town of Nazareth; perhaps a reference to Is. 11:1, where the
Hebrew word translated “branch” sounds like “Nazarene].”

-About that time [In the course of time; LIn those
days] John the Baptist began preaching in the -desert
area [wilderness] of Judea. 2John said, “-Change your hearts
and lives [Repent] because the kingdom of heaven -is near
[has drawn near; is at hand].” 3-John the Baptist [LFor this] is
the one Isaiah the prophet was talking about when he said:
“This is a voice of one
who -calls out [shouts; cries out] in the -desert
[wilderness]:
‘Prepare the way for the Lord.

Make -the road straight [a clear path] for him [Is. 40:3].”

4John’s clothes were made from camel’s hair, and he wore
a leather belt around his waist [Creminiscent of the prophet
Elijah; 2 Kin. 1:8]. For food, he ate locusts and wild honey
[csignifies living off the land]. SMany people came from
Jerusalem and Judea and all the -area [region] around the
Jordan River to hear John. 6They confessed their sins, and
he baptized them in the Jordan River.

7Many of the Pharisees and Sadducees came to the place
where John was baptizing people. When John saw them, he
said, “You -are snakes [Tbrood/offspring of vipers]! Who
warned you to -run [slither; Lflee] away from God’s coming
‘punishment [wrath; retribution]? 8-Do the things [LProduce
the fruit] -that show you really have changed your hearts
and lives [that prove your repentance; Lof repentance]. 9And
don’t -think you can [presume to] say to yourselves, ‘Abra-
ham is our father [Ca claim to be God’s special people].
[LFor] I tell you that God could -make [create; Lraise up]
children for Abraham from these rocks. 10The ax -is now
ready to cut down [already lies at the root of] the trees, and
every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down
and thrown into the fire [Ca metaphor for judgment].

11“I baptize you with water -to show that your hearts and
lives have changed [for repentence]. But there is one coming
after me who is -greater [mightier; more powerful] than I
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am, whose sandals I am not -good enough [fit; qualified] to
carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

12 .He will come ready [LThe winnowing fork is in his hand]
to clean the grain, -separating the good grain from the chaff
[Lto clear his threshing floor]. He will put -the good part of
the grain [Ithe grain/wheat] into his barn, but he will burn
the chaff with -a fire that cannot be put out [never-end-
ing/unquenchable fire; Ca metaphor for judgment, when
Jesus will separate the righteous from the wicked].”

13.At that time [Then] Jesus came from Galilee to the Jor-
dan River -and wanted John to baptize him [Lto be baptized
by John]. 14But John tried to ‘stop [deter; dissuade; prevent]
him, saying, “-Why do [Do] you come to me to be baptized?
I need to be baptized by you!”
15Jesus answered, “Let it -be this way for [happen] now.
We should do all things that are God’s will [or In this way
we will do what God requires; LFor thus it is fitting for us to
fulfill all righteousness].” So John -agreed to baptize Jesus
[gave in; consented; allowed it].
16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he came up out of the
water. Then -heaven [the sky/heavens] opened, and he saw
God’s Spirit -coming down [descending and lighting/settling]
on him like a dove [Ceither in the form of a dove, or in bird-
like descent]. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my
-Son, whom I love [dearly beloved Son; Ps. 2:7; Gen. 22:2], and
I am -very [well] pleased with him [Is. 42:1]”
Then the Spirit led Jesus [Lup; out] into the -desert
[wilderness] to be tempted [or tested] by the devil.
2Jesus fasted for forty days and nights [Canalogous to Israel’s
forty years in the desert]. After this, he was -very hungry
[famished]. 3The -devil came to Jesus to tempt him
[Ltempter/tester came to Jesus], saying, “If you are the Son of
God, -tell [command] these rocks to -become bread [turn
into loaves].”
4Jesus answered, “It is written in the Scriptures, ‘A person
lives not on bread alone, but by -everything God says [Levery
word that comes out of God’s mouth; Deut. 8:3].”
5Then the devil -led [took] Jesus to the holy city
[CJerusalem] and put him on -a high place [the highest point;
the pinnacle] of the Temple. 6The devil said, “If you are the
Son of God, -jump [Lthrow yourself] down, because it is
written in the Scriptures:
‘He -has put his angels in charge of you [or will order his
angels to protect you; Lwill command his angel
concerning you].
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They will -catch you in [lift you up with] their hands
so that you will not hit your foot on a rock
[Ps. 91:11-12]>”

7Jesus answered him, “It also says in the Scriptures, ‘Do
not test the Lord your God [Deut. 6:16].”

8.Then [Again] the devil took Jesus to a very high moun-
tain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and all
their -splendor [glory]. 9The devil said, “If you will -bow
[fall] down and worship me, I will give you all these things.”

10Jesus said to him, “-Go away from me [Get out of here;
Be gone], Satan! [LFor] It is written in the Scriptures, ‘You
must worship the Lord your God and serve only him [Deut.
6:13].”

11So the devil left Jesus, and angels came and -took care of
[served; ministered to] him.

12When Jesus heard that John had been -put in prison JESUS BEGINS
[arrested], he -went back [withdrew] to Galilee. 13He left WORK IN GALILEE
Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum, -a town near Lake iﬁijﬂﬁ/g’ K141
Galilee [Lby the sea], in the -area near [region of] Zebulun John 4:43-46)

and Naphtali [Ctwo northern tribes of Israel]. 14Jesus did this
to ‘bring about [fulfill] what the prophet Isaiah had said:
15“Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali

-along [on the road by; Lthe way of] the sea,

beyond the Jordan River.

-This is Galilee where the Gentiles live [LGalilee of the
Gentiles/nations].
16These people who -live [dwell; sit] in darkness
-will see [Lhave seen] a great light.

And on those ‘living [dwelling; sitting] in -a place covered
with the shadows of death [a land overshadowed by
death; La/the region and shadow of death],

a light -will shine [Lhas dawned] on them [Is. 9:1-2].”

17From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “-Change  JESUS CHOOSES
your hearts and lives [Repent], because the kingdom of SOME FOLLOWERS
heaven is -near [at hand].” (4:17-22:
18As Jesus was walking by -Lake Galilee [Tthe Sea of Mark 1:16-20)
Galilee], he saw two brothers, Simon (called Peter) and his
brother Andrew. They were -throwing [casting] a net into
the lake because they were fishermen. 19Jesus said, “Come
-follow me [be my disciples], and I will -make you [teach you
how to] -fish for people [Tfishers of men].” 20So Simon and
Andrew immediately left their nets and followed him.
21As Jesus -continued walking by Lake Galilee [went on
from there], he saw two other brothers, -James and John, the
sons of Zebedee [LJames the son of Zebedee, and his brother
John]. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, -mending
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[or preparing] their nets. Jesus -told them to come with him
[called them]. 22Immediately they left the boat and their fa-
ther, and they followed Jesus.

23Jesus went everywhere in Galilee, teaching in the syna-
gogues, preaching the -Good News about [Gospel of] the
kingdom, and healing -all [or every kind of] the people’s dis-
eases and sicknesses. 24The ‘news [fame] about Jesus spread
-all over [or as far as] Syria, and people brought all the sick
to him. They were suffering from different kinds of diseases.
Some were in great pain, some -had demons [were demon-
possessed], some were epileptics, and some were paralyzed.
Jesus healed all of them. 25-Many people [Great crowds]
from Galilee, the -Ten Towns [LDecapolis; Cthe area east of
Lake Galilee that once had ten main towns], Jerusalem,
Judea, and -the land across [beyond] the Jordan River fol-
lowed him.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on -a hill [the
mountain] and sat down. His -followers [disciples]
-came to [gathered around] him, 2and he began to teach
them, saying:
3“.They are blessed [or Blessed are those...; cand so through
v. 10] who -realize their spiritual poverty [Lare the poor
in spirit],
for the kingdom of heaven -belongs to them [is theirs].
4They are blessed who -grieve [mourn],
for -God will comfort them [Lthey will be comforted;
Cthe passive verb implies God as subject].
5They are blessed who are -humble [meek; gentle],
for -the whole earth will be theirs [Lthey shall inherit the
earth; Ps. 37:11].
6They are blessed who hunger and thirst after -justice
[righteousness],
for they will be -satisfied [filled].
7They are blessed who show mercy to others,
for -God will show mercy to them [Lthey will be shown
mercy; Cthe passive verb implies God as subject].
8They are blessed -whose thoughts are pure [or whose hearts
are pure; Tthe pure in heart],
for they will see God.
9They are blessed who work for peace [Blessed are the
peacemakers],
for they will be called God’s -children [or sons].
10They are blessed who are persecuted for -doing good
[doing what’s right; Lthe sake of righteousness],
for the kingdom of heaven -belongs to them [is theirs].
11“You are blessed [TBlessed are you; or God will bless
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you] when people -insult [mock; abuse; revile] you and -hurt
[persecute] you. They will lie and say all kinds of evil things
-about [against] you because -you follow [Lof] me. 12Rejoice
and be glad, because you have a great reward in heaven.
-People did the same evil things to [LThey likewise perse-
cuted] the prophets who lived before you.

13“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt -loses its
salty taste [becomes tasteless], -it cannot [Lhow can it...?] be
made salty again. It is good for nothing, except to be thrown
out and -walked on [trampled].

14“You are the light -that gives light to [for; Lof] the world.
A city that -is built [stands; is set] on a hill cannot be hidden.
15And people don’t light a lamp and then hide it under a
‘bowl [or basket]. They put it on a lampstand so the light
shines for all the people in the house. 16In the same way let
your light shine -before others [for people to see], so that they
will see -the good things you do [Lyour good deeds/works] and
will -praise [glorify; give honor to] your Father in heaven.

17“Don’t think that I have come to -destroy [abolish; do
away with] -the law of Moses or the teaching of the prophets
[Lthe Law and the Prophets; Creferring to the OT]. I have not
come to destroy them but to -bring about what they said
[fulfill/complete them]. 18] tell you the truth, until heaven
and earth -are gone [pass away; disappear], not even -the
smallest letter [Tone jot; Lone iota; Cthe smallest Greek letter]
or the smallest -part [stroke; Ttittle] of a letter will -be lost
[pass away; disappear] until everything -has happened [is ac-
complished/achieved]. 1°[LTherefore] Whoever -refuses to
obey [ignores; breaks; annuls] -any command [Lone of the
least of these commands] and teaches other people -not to
obey that command [Lto do likewise] will be -the least im-
portant [Lcalled/considered least] in the kingdom of heaven.
But whoever -obeys [keeps; practices] the commands and
teaches other people to obey them will be [considered;
Lcalled] great in the kingdom of heaven. 20[LFor] I tell you
that -if you are no more obedient than [Lunless your right-
eousness surpasses/exceeds that of] the -teachers of the law
[scribes] and the Pharisees, you will -never [or certainly not]
enter the kingdom of heaven.

21“You have heard that it was said to -our people long ago
[our ancestors; the ancients], ‘You -must [Lshall] not murder
[Ex. 20:13; Deut. 5:17]. Anyone who murders another will be
-judged [subject to judgment]. 22But I tell you, -if you are
[Leveryone who is] angry with a brother or sister,” you will
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be ;judged [subject to judgment]. -If you say [LWhoever
says] -bad things [“Fool!”; LRaca; Can Aramaic term of deri-
sion] to a brother or sister, you will be -judged [sub-
ject/liable to judgment] by the -council [Sanhedrin]. And if
you call someone a -fool [idiot; moron], you will be in dan-
ger of the fire of -hell [LGehenna; Ca valley outside of
Jerusalem where in the OT period children were sacrificed to
a pagan god; later used as a burning trash heap; a metaphor
for hell].

23“So when you -offer your gift to God [present your of-
fering/sacrifice] at the altar, and you remember that your
brother or sister has something against you, 24leave your
-gift [offering; sacrifice] there at the altar. Go and -make
peace [be reconciled] with that person [Lfirst], and then
come and -offer your gift [present your offering/sacrifice].

25“If your -enemy [opponent; adversary; accuser] is tak-
ing you to court, -become friends [reach agreement; settle
matters] quickly, -before you go [on the way] to court. Oth-
erwise, your -enemy [opponent; adversary; accuser] might
turn you over to the judge, and the judge might give you to
the -guard [officer; warden] to -put [throw] you in -jail
[prison]. 261 tell you the truth, you will -not [never; cer-
tainly not] leave there until you have paid -everything you
owe [the last penny; cGreek: the last quadrans; a small cop-
per coin of very low value].

27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You -must [shall] not
-be guilty of [commit] adultery [Ex. 20:14; Deut. 5:18].
28But I tell you that if anyone looks at a woman -and wants
to sin sexually with her [lustfully; Lwith a desire for her], in
his -mind [heart] he has already -done that sin [committed
adultery] with her. 29If your right eye causes you to sin
[Lstumble], -take [tear; gouge] it out and throw it away.
[LFor] It is better to lose one part of your body than to have
your whole body thrown into -hell [LGehenna; v. 22]. 30If
your right hand causes you to sin [Lstumble], cut it off and
throw it away. It is better to lose one part of your body than
for your whole body to go into -hell [LGehenna; v. 22].

31Tt was also said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must
give her a written divorce -paper [notice; certificate; Deut.
24:1]. 32But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife
-forces [causes; makes] her -to be guilty of [commit] adul-
tery. -The only reason for a man to divorce his wife is if she
has sexual relations with another man [L...except in the case
of sexual immorality]. And anyone who marries that di-
vorced woman -is guilty of [commits] adultery.
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33“[LAgain] You have heard that it was said to -our people
long ago [our ancestors; the ancients], ‘Don’t break your
promises [vows; oaths], but -keep [fulfill] the -promises
[vows; oaths] you make to the Lord [Lev. 19:12; Num. 30:2;
Deut. 23:21]. 34But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all.
‘Don’t swear an oath using the name of heaven [L...neither
by heaven], because heaven is God’s throne. 35 -Don’t swear
an oath using the name of the earth [L...nor by earth], be-
cause the earth ‘belongs to God [Lis his footstool; Is. 66:1].
‘Don’t swear an oath using the name of Jerusalem [...nor by
Jerusalem], because it is the city of the great King [Ps. 48:2].
36Don’t even swear by your own head, because you cannot
make one hair on your head become white or black. 37-Say
only yes if you mean yes, and no if you mean no [LLet your
word “yes” be “yes”; your “no” be “no”]. If you say more
than yes or no, it [LAnything more than this] is from the
Evil One.

38“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye, and
a tooth for a tooth [Ex. 21:24; Lev. 24:20; Deut. 19:21]. 39But
I tell you, don’t -stand up against [resist; retaliate against] an
evil person. If someone -slaps [strikes] you on the right
cheek [Ceither an insult or an act of violence], turn to him
the other cheek also. 40If someone wants to sue you in court
and take your -shirt [tunic], let him have your coat also. 41If
someone forces you to go with him one mile, go with him
two miles [Calluding to the practice of impressment, whereby
a Roman soldier could command a civilian to carry his gear
for a mile]. 42If a person asks you for something, give it to
him. Don’t -refuse to give to [Lturn away from] someone
who wants to borrow from you.

43“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor
and hate your enemy [Lev. 19:18]. 44But I say to you, love
your enemies. Pray for those who -hurt [persecute] you.n
45.1f you do this, [...so that] you will be -true children
[Lchildren; or sons] of your Father in heaven. [LFor] He
causes -the [Lhis] sun to rise on evil people and on good
people, and he sends rain ‘to those who do right and to
those who do wrong [Lon the just/righteous and the un-
just/unrighteous]. 46[LFor] If you love only the people who
love you, -you will get no reward [what reward is there for
that?]. -Even [LDon’t even...?] the tax collectors do that.
47And if you -are nice only to your friends [Lgreet only your
brothers; cprobably meaning fellow Jews], -you are no better

than other people [Lwhat more are you doing (than others)?].
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Even -those who don’t know God [the Gentiles; pagans] -are
nice to their friends [Ldo the same]. 48-So [Therefore] you
must be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.

6“-Be careful! When you do good things, don’t do
them [or Be careful not to do/parade your righteous
deeds] in front of people to be -seen [noticed] by them. If
you do that, you will -have no [lose the] reward from your
Father in heaven.

2“[1LSo] When you give to the poor, don’t be like the hyp-
ocrites. They blow trumpets [Ceither figuratively (“blow their
own horn”) or literally, since trumpets sometimes announced
public events] in the synagogues and on the streets so that
people will see them and -honor [admire] them. I tell you the
truth, those hypocrites already have their full reward [Cpraise
from people, rather than reward from God]. 3So when you
give to the poor, don’t let -anyone know what you are [Lyour
left hand know what your right hand is] doing. 4Your giving
should be done in -secret [private]. Your Father can see what
is done in -secret [private], and he will reward you.

5“When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites. They love
to stand in the synagogues and on the street corners and
pray so people will -see [notice] them. I tell you the truth,
they already have their full reward. 6When you pray, you
should go into your [private; inner| room and close the door
and pray to your Father -who cannot be seen [or who is in
that secret place; or secretly; in private]. Your Father can see
what is done in -secret [private], and he will reward you.
7“And when you pray, don’t be like -those people who
don’t know God [the pagans/Gentiles/heathen]. They -con-
tinue saying things that mean nothing [babble; repeat empty
phrases], thinking -that God will hear them [Lthey will be
heard; cthe passive verb implies God as subject] because of
their many words. 8Don’t be like them, because your Father
knows the things you need before you ask him. 9So when
you pray, you should pray like this:
‘Our Father in heaven,
-may your name always be kept holy [THallowed be your
name].
10May your kingdom come
-and what you want [Your will] be done,
here on earth as it is in heaven.
11Give us -the food we need for each day [Ttoday our daily
bread].
12Forgive us for our -sins [Ldebts],
just as we have forgiven -those who sinned against us
[Lour debtors; Csin is pictured as a debt owed].
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13And -do not cause us to be tempted [Tlead us not into
temptation; or do not put us to the test],
but -save [rescue; deliver| us from -the Evil One [or evil].
IThe kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours forever.
Amen.|n
14-Yes, [For] if you forgive others for their -sins [transgres-
sions; failings; trespasses], your Father in heaven will also
forgive you. 15But if you don’t forgive others, your Father in
heaven will not forgive your -sins [transgressions; failings;

trespasses].
16“When you fast [Cgiving up eating for spiritual pur- JESUS TEACHES
poses], don’t put on a -sad [gloomy; somber] face like the ABOUT WORSHIP

hypocrites. They make their faces -look sad [disheveled; dis-
figured; unattractive] to show people they are fasting. I tell
you the truth, those hypocrites already have their full re-
ward [v. 2]. 17So when you fast [v. 16], -comb your hair
[Lput oil on/anoint your head; Ctypical first century groom-
ing] and wash your face. 18Then people will not know that
you are fasting, but your Father, -whom you cannot see [who
is hidden/in secret], will see you. Your Father sees what is
done in -secret [private], and he will reward you.

19“Don’t store treasures for yourselves here on earth GOD IS MORE
where moths and rust will destroy them and thieves can IMPORTANT THAN
break in and steal them. 20But store -your [for yourselves] MONEY
treasures in heaven where they cannot be destroyed b (6:19-24;
ven w ney oyed by Luke 11:34-36;
moths or rust and where thieves cannot break in and steal 12:33-34; 16:13)

them. 21Your heart will be where your treasure is.

22“The eye is -a light [Lthe lamp] for the body. If your eyes
are -good [healthy; clear], your whole body will be full of
light. 23But if your eyes are -evil [unhealthy; bad], your
whole body will be full of darkness. And if the -only light
you have [or light you think you have; Llight in you] is really
darkness, then -you have the worst darkness [how great that
darkness is!].

24“No one can serve two -masters [lords]. The person will
hate one master and love the other, or will -follow [be de-
voted/loyal to] one master and -refuse to follow [despise] the
other. You cannot serve both God and -worldly riches
[money; Lmammon].

25“So I tell you, don’t worry about the food or drink you  poNT WORRY
need to live, or about the clothes you need for your body. (6:25-34;
Life is more than food, and the body is more than clothes. Luke 12:22-32)
26.Look at [Consider; Think of] the birds in the air. They
don’t -plant [sow] or -harvest [reap] or -store food in [gather

6:13 The...Amen. Some Greek copies do not contain the bracketed text.
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into] barns, but your heavenly Father feeds them. And -you
know that you are [Laren’t you...?] worth much more than
the birds. 27-You cannot [LWho of you can...?] add -any time
[or one step; Lone cubit; Cabout eighteen inches] to your -life
[or height; Cthe Greek probably refers to time instead of
stature] by worrying about it.

28“And why do you worry about clothes? -Look at [Con-
sider; Think] how the lilies in the field grow. They don’t
‘work [toil] or -make clothes for themselves [Lspin thread].
29But I tell you that even Solomon -with his riches [Lin all
his glory] was not dressed as beautifully as one of these flow-
ers. 30-God clothes [LIf God clothes...?] the -grass [wild-
flower] in the field, which is -alive [here] today but
tomorrow is thrown into the -fire [Lfurnace; oven]. -So you
can be even more sure that God will [Will he not much
more...?] clothe you. -Don’t have so little faith [or How little
faith you have!; TYou of little faith]! 31Don’t worry and say,
‘What will we eat?” or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we
wear?’ 32The -people who don’t know God [Gentiles; pagans;
unbelievers] -keep trying to get [eagerly seek; run after] these
things, and your Father in heaven knows you need them.
33.Seek first [Be concerned above all else with] God’s king-
dom and -what God wants [Lhis righteousness]. Then all
‘your other needs will be met as well [Lthese things will be
given to you]. 34So don’t worry about tomorrow, because to-
morrow will -have its own worries [or worry about/take care
of itself]. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

7 “Don’t judge others, -or you will [so that you will
not] be judged. 2You will be judged in the same way
that you judge others, and -the amount you give to others
will be given to you [or the standard you use for others will
be the standard used for you; Lwith the measure you meas-
ure, it will be measured to you].

3“Why do you notice the ‘little piece of dust [speck; tiny
splinter] in your ‘friend’s [Lbrother’s (or sister’s)] eye, but
you don’t ‘notice [consider] the -big piece of wood [log;
plank; beam] in your own eye? 4How can you say to your
“friend [Lbrother], ‘Let me take that little piece of dust
[speck; splinter] out of your eye’? -Look at yourself [TBe-
hold]! You still have that -big piece of wood [log; plank;
beam] in your own eye. 5You hypocrite! First, take the -wood
[log; plank; beam] out of your own eye. Then you will see
clearly to take the -dust [speck; splinter] out of your -friend’s
[Lbrother’s] eye.

6“Don’t give holy things to dogs, and don’t throw your
pearls -before [to] -pigs [Tswine]. -Pigs will only trample on
them, and dogs will turn to attack you [LThey will trample
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them and turn to attack you; Cpigs were ritually unclean and
dogs were considered scavengers].

7. Ask [Keep asking], and -God will give [Lit will be given;
Cthe passive verb implies God as subject] to you. -Search
[Seek; Keep seeking], and you will find. -Knock [Keep knock-
ing], and the door will open for you. 8-Yes, [LFor; Because]
everyone who asks will receive. Everyone who -searches
[seeks] will find. And everyone who knocks will have the
door opened.

9“If your children ask for bread, which of you would give
them a stone? 100r [Lwhich of you] if your -children ask [or
son asks] for a fish, would you give them a snake? 11-Even
though you are bad, you [If you, being evil,] know how to
give good gifts to your children. How much more your heav-
enly Father will give good things to those who ask him!

12%[So always; So in everything] ‘Do to others what [Treat
others as] you want them to -do to [treat] you. This -is [sums
up; is the essence of] the -meaning of the law of Moses and
the teaching of the prophets [LLaw and the Prophets; Crefer-
ring to the OT].

13“Enter through the narrow gate. [LBecause] The gate is
wide and the road is -wide [broad; spacious; or easy] that
leads to -hell [Ldestruction; ruin], and many people enter
through that gate. 14But the gate is small and the road is
‘narrow [or difficult; hard] that leads to true life. -Only a few
people [And there are few who] find that road.

15“.Be careful of [Beware of; Watch out for] false
prophets. They come to you -looking gentle like sheep [dis-
guised like sheep; Lin sheep’s clothing], but -they are really
dangerous like wolves [Lunderneath/inwardly they are raven-
ous/vicious/ferocious wolves]. 16You will know these people
by what they do [Ltheir fruit]. -Grapes don’t come [LCan you
pick grapes...?] from thornbushes, -and figs don’t come from
[Land figs from...?] -thorny weeds [thistles]. 17In the same
way, every -good [healthy; sound] tree produces good fruit,
but a -bad [rotten; diseased] tree produces bad fruit. 18A
-good [healthy; sound] tree cannot produce bad fruit, and a
-bad [rotten; diseased] tree cannot produce good fruit.
19Every tree that does not produce good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire. 20In the same way, you will know
‘these false prophets [Lthem] by -what they do [Ltheir fruit].

21“Not all those who say [Lto me] -‘You are our Lord’
[LLord! Lord!’] will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only
those who do -what my Father in heaven wants [the will of
my Father in heaven]. 220n -the last day [judgment day;
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Lthat day] many people will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, -we spoke
for you [LDid we not prophesy in your name...?], and
‘through you we forced out demons [Lcast out demons in
your name...?] and did many -miracles [Lmighty works in
your name...?]. 23Then I will -tell them clearly [declare to
them; publicly announce to them], ‘I never knew you. -Get
away [Depart] from me, you who -do evil [break God’s law;
practice lawlessness; Ps. 6:8].

24“Everyone who hears my words and -obeys [acts on;
practices] them is like a -wise [sensible] man who built his
house on rock. 251t rained hard, the -floods came [rivers
rose], and the winds blew and ‘hit [beat; slammed against]
that house. But it did not -fall [collapse], because it was built
on rock. 26Everyone who hears my words and does not -obey
[act on; practice] them is like a -foolish [stupid] man who
built his house on sand. 271t rained hard, the -floods came
[rivers rose], and the winds blew and -hit [beat; slammed
against] that house, and it -fell [collapsed] with a big crash.”

28When Jesus finished -saying these things [Lthese words;
Cthe end of the first of five major discourses in Matthew, all
of which conclude with a similar phrase; see also 11:1; 13:53;
19:1; 26:1], the -people [crowds] were amazed at his teach-
ing, 29because he did not teach like their -teachers of the law
[scribes]. He taught like a person who had authority.

When Jesus came down from the -hill [mountain-

side], -great crowds [many people] followed him.
2Then a -man with a skin disease [Tleper; C the term does not
refer to modern leprosy (Hansen’s disease), but to various
skin disorders; see Lev. 14] came to Jesus. The man -bowed
down [knelt] before him and said, “Lord, you can -heal me
[Lmake me clean; Csuch skin disorders rendered the victim
ceremonially unclean] if you -will [choose; are willing].”

3Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man and

said, “I -will [do choose; am willing]. Be -healed [Lcleansed]!”
And immediately the man was -healed [Lcleansed] from his
disease. 4Then Jesus said to him, “Don’t tell anyone about
this. But go and show yourself to the priest and offer the -gift
[offering; sacrifice] Moses commanded for people who are
made well [Lev. 14:1-32]. This will -show the people [be a
public testimony to; be evidence for] what I have done.”

5When Jesus entered the city of Capernaum, an -army of-
ficer [Lcenturion] came to him, -begging [pleading] for help.
6The officer said, “Lord, my servant is at home in bed. He
-can’t move his body [is paralyzed] and -is in much pain
[suffering terribly].”
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7Jesus said to the officer, “-I will go and heal him. [or
Shall T go and heal him?]”

8The officer answered, “Lord [or Sir], I -am not worthy
[do not deserve] for you to come into my house. You only
need to -command it [Lsay the word], and my servant will be
healed. 9[LFor] I, too, am a man -under the authority of oth-
ers [Lunder authority], and I have soldiers under my com-
mand. I tell one soldier, ‘Go, and he goes. I tell another
soldier, ‘Come, and he comes. I say to my -servant [slave],
‘Do this, and my -servant [slave] does it.”

10When Jesus heard this, he was amazed. He said to those
who were following him, “I tell you the truth, -this is the
greatest faith I have found [LI haven’t found such faith], -even
in Israel [orin all Israel]. 1"Many people will come from the
east and from the west and will sit and eat [Lrecline; Cthe pos-
ture for a banquet or dinner party] with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven [Cthe messianic banquet, a
metaphor for God’s restoration of creation; Is. 25:6-8]. 12But
‘those people who should be in [the heirs of; or the subjects of;
Lthe sons of] the kingdom will be thrown -outside into the
darkness [into the outer darkness], where -people will cry and
grind their teeth with pain [Lthere will be weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth; Cmetaphors for agony and torment].”

13Then Jesus said to the -officer [Lcenturion], “Go home.
Your servant will be healed just as you believed he would
[LLet it be done for you just as you have believed].” And his
servant was healed that -same hour [exact time].

14When Jesus went to Peter’s house, he saw that Peter’s
mother-in-law was -sick in bed [lying down] with a fever.
15Jesus touched her hand, and the fever left her. Then she
stood up and began -to serve [waiting on] Jesus.

16That evening people brought to Jesus many who -had
demons [were demon-possessed]. Jesus -spoke and the demons
left them [Ldrove/cast out the demons with a word/command],
and he healed all the sick. 7He did these things to -bring about
[fulfill] what Isaiah the prophet had said:

“He took our -suffering [sicknesses; weaknesses]
and -carried [bore; removed] our diseases [Is. 53:4].”

18When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he -told [in-
structed; ordered] his -followers [disciples] to -go [cross] to
the other side of the lake. 19Then a -teacher of the law
[scribe] came to Jesus and said, “-Teacher [Master], I will fol-
low you any place you go.”

20Jesus said to him, “The foxes have -holes [dens] to live
in, and the birds [Lof the sky] have nests, but the Son of Man
has no place to ‘rest [lay] his head.”
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21 Another man, one of Jesus’ -followers [disciples], said to
him, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”

22But Jesus told him, “Follow me, and let the people who
are dead [Cspiritually] bury their own dead.”

23]Jesus got into a boat, and his -followers [disciples] -went
with [Lfollowed] him. 24[Suddenly; LAnd look/Tbehold] A
-great [fierce] storm arose on the -lake [sea] so that waves
-covered [swept over] the boat, but Jesus was sleeping. 25His
-followers [disciples] went to him and woke him, saying,
“Lord, save us! We -will drown [Lare lost/perishing]!”

26Jesus answered, “Why are you -afraid [cowardly]? -You
don’t have enough faith [or How little faith you have!; TYou
of little faith].” Then Jesus got up and -gave a command to
[reprimanded; rebuked] the wind and the waves, and it be-
came completely calm [Cparalleling God’s subduing of the
waters representing chaos in the OT; Ps. 65:7; 89:9; 107:29].

27The men were amazed and said, “What kind of man is
this? Even the wind and the -waves [Lsea] obey him!”

28When Jesus arrived at the other side of the lake in the
-area [region; territory] of the Gadarene” people [Cfrom
Gadara, an area southeast of Lake Galilee; the exact location
is uncertain], two -men who had demons in them [demon-
possessed men; demoniacs] came out of the -burial caves
[tombs] and met him. These men were so -dangerous [vio-
lent; fierce] that people could not -use the road by those
caves [Lpass that way]. 29They shouted, ““What do you want
with us [or Leave us alone; What business do we have with
each other?; tWhat to me and to you?], Son of God? Did you
come here to -torture [torment] us before the -right time [or
appointed time; Ltime; Cthe day of judgment]?”

30-Near that place there [In the distance] was a large herd
of pigs feeding. 31The demons begged Jesus, “If you -make
us leave these men [Ldrive/cast us out], please send us into
that herd of pigs [Critually unclean animals].”

32Jesus said to them, “Go!” So the demons ‘left [came out
of] the men and went into the pigs. Then [Llook; Tbehold]
the whole herd rushed down the hill [steep bank; precipice]
into the -lake [sea] and -were drowned [Ldied in the waters].
33The herdsmen -ran away [fled] and went into town, where
they told about all of this and what had happened to the
-men who had demons [demon-possessed men; demoniacs].
34Then [tlook; Tbehold] the whole town went out to -see
[meet] Jesus. When they saw him, they begged him to leave
their -area [region; territory].

8:28 Gadarene Some Greek copies read “Gergesene”; others read “Gerasene”
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Jesus got into a boat and went back across the ‘lake
[sea] to his own town. 2 [LAnd look/Tbehold] Some

people brought to Jesus a man who was paralyzed and lying
on a ‘mat [cot; bed]. When Jesus saw -the faith of these peo-
ple [Ltheir faith], he said to the paralyzed man, “-Be encour-
aged [Have courage; Take heart], -young man [son; child].
Your sins are forgiven.”

3Some of the -teachers of the law [scribes] said to them-
selves, “-This man speaks as if he were God. That is blas-
phemy [LThis man blasphemes]!”

4.Knowing [Perceiving] their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why
are you thinking evil -thoughts [Lin your hearts]? 5[LFor]
Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven, or to tell him,
‘Stand up and walk’? 6But ‘I will prove to you [Lso that you
may know] that the Son of Man [ca title for the Messiah;
Dan. 7:13—14] has authority on earth to forgive sins.” Then
Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “Stand up, -take [pick up]
your -mat [cot; bed], and go home.” 7And the man stood up
and went home. 8When the -people [crowds] saw this, they
were -amazed [filled with awe; afraid] and -praised [glori-
fied] God for giving -power like this [such authority] to
‘human beings [mankind; cthe language echoes the Son of
Man title just used by Jesus (v. 6), which the crowds misun-
derstand to mean simply “a human being”].

9When Jesus was -leaving [walking along], he saw a man
named Matthew sitting in the tax collector’s booth [Cproba-
bly a tariff booth for taxing goods in transit]. Jesus said to
him, “Follow me,” and he stood up and followed Jesus.

10As Jesus was -having dinner [Lreclining; Caround a low
table; the posture for a formal banquet or dinner party] at
Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and
-ate [Lreclined together] with Jesus and his -followers [disci-
ples]. 1"When the Pharisees saw this, they asked Jesus’ -follow-
ers [disciples], “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors
[cdespised because they worked for the Roman rulers and were
notorious for corruption and extortion] and sinners?”

12When Jesus heard them, he said, “It is not the healthy
people who need a doctor, but the sick. 13Go and learn what
this means: ‘T -want [desire; require; am pleased by] -kind-
ness [compassion; mercy] -more than I want [Lnot] animal
sacrifices [Hos. 6:6]. [LFor] I did not come to -invite [call]
-good people [the righteous; cmeaning the “self-righteous”
who feel no need to repent] but to invite [call] sinners
[cthose who recognize their need to repent].”

14Then the -followers [disciples] of John [Cthe Baptist]
came to Jesus and said, “Why do we and the Pharisees often

Matthew 9:14

JESUS HEALS A
PARALYZED MAN
(9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12;
Luke 5:17-26)

JESUS CHOOSES
MATTHEW

(9:9-13; Mark 2:13-17;
Luke 5:27-32)

JESUS’ FOLLOWERS
ARE CRITICIZED
(9:14-17: Mark 2:18-22;
Luke 5:33-39)



Matthew 9:15

JESUS GIVES LIFE
TO A DEAD GIRL
AND HEALS A SICK
WOMAN

(9:18-26; Mark 5:21-43;
Luke 8:40-56)

20

fast [Cgiving up eating for spiritual purposes], but your -fol-
lowers [disciples] don’t?”

15Jesus answered, “The -friends of the bridegroom [or
wedding guests; Lchildren of the wedding hall] -are not sad
[Lcannot mourn] while he is with them [CJesus is referring to
himself; John 3:29; Rev. 19:7]. But the -time [Ldays] will come
when the bridegroom will be taken from them, and then
they will fast.

16“No one sews a patch of unshrunk [Cnew] cloth over a
hole in an old -coat [garment]. If he does, the patch will
shrink and pull away from the -coat [garment], making the
‘hole [tear] worse. 17Also, people never pour new wine into
old -leather bags [wineskins]. Otherwise, the -bags [wine-
skins] will -break [burst; Cbecause the fermenting wine ex-
pands], the wine will spill, and the -wine bags [wineskins]
will be ruined. But people always pour new wine into -new
[fresh] -wine bags [wineskins]. Then both -will continue to
be good [are preserved].”

18While Jesus was saying these things, a -leader of the syn-
agogue [Lleader; official; ruler; CMark 5:22 identifies him as a
synagogue leader] came to him. He -bowed down [knelt] be-
fore Jesus and said, “My daughter has just died. But if you
come and lay your hand on her, she will live again.” 19So
Jesus and his -followers [disciples] stood up and -went with
[Lfollowed] him.

20-Then [LAnd look/Tbehold,] a woman who had been
bleeding for twelve years [Cprobably a chronic menstrual dis-
order] came behind Jesus and touched the -edge [or tassels;
see Num. 15:38-39] of his -coat [cloak; garment]. 21[LFor]
She was thinking, “If T can just touch his clothes, I will -be
healed [get well; be saved].”

22Jesus turned and saw the woman and said, “-Be encour-
aged [Have courage; Take heart], -dear woman [Ldaughter].
-You are made well because you believed [Your faith has
saved/healed you].” And the woman was -healed [made well;
saved] from that moment on.

23Jesus continued along with the -leader [ruler; official]
and went into his house. There he saw the -funeral musicians
[Lpipe/flute players] and -many people crying [a noisy
crowd]. 24Jesus said, “-Go away [Get out; Leave!]. [LFor] The
girl is not dead, only asleep.” But the people -laughed at
[ridiculed] him. 25After the crowd had been -thrown [sent;
put] out of the house, Jesus went into the girl’s room and
took hold of her hand, and she -stood up [arose]. 26The
-news [report] about this spread -all around the area
[Lthroughout that whole land/region].
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27When Jesus was leaving there, two blind men followed
him. They cried out, “-Have mercy [Take pity] on us, Son of
David [ca title for the Messiah, a descendant of King David;
2 Sam. 7:11-16]!”

28After Jesus went inside, the blind men went with him.
He asked the men, “Do you believe that I can -make you see
again [Ldo this]?”

They answered, “Yes, Lord.”

29Then Jesus touched their eyes and said, “-Because you
believe [LAccording to your faith], -it will happen [Llet it be
done for you].” 30Then -the men were able to see [Ltheir eyes
were opened]. But Jesus warned them strongly, saying,
“.Don’t tell anyone [LSee that no one knows] about this.”
31But the blind men left and spread the news about Jesus -all
around that area [Lthroughout that whole land/region].

32When the two men were leaving, [Llook; behold] some
people brought to Jesus -another man who could not talk
because he had a demon in him [a mute, demon-possessed
man]. 33After Jesus -forced the demon to leave the man
[drove/cast out the demon], he -was able [began] to speak.
The crowd was amazed and said, “-We have never seen any-
thing like this [LNothing like this has ever been seen/
happened] in Israel.”

34But the Pharisees said, “He forces [drives; casts] demons
out by the power of the ‘prince [ruler] of demons.”

35Jesus traveled through all the towns and villages, teach-
ing in their synagogues, -preaching [proclaiming] the -Good
News [Gospel] about the kingdom, and healing all kinds of
diseases and sicknesses. 36When he saw the crowds, he -felt
sorry [had compassion] for them because they were -hurting
[distressed; confused; harassed] and -helpless [discouraged;
dejected], like sheep without a shepherd. 37Jesus said to his
followers [disciples], “-There are many people to harvest
[LThe harvest is great/large] but -there are only a few workers
[the workers/laborers are few]. 38So pray to the Lord -who
owns [who is in charge of; Lof] the harvest, that he will send
more -workers [laborers] -to gather [Linto] his harvest.”
1 Jesus called his twelve -followers [disciples] to-
gether and gave them authority to drive [force;
cast] out -evil [defiling; Lunclean] spirits and to heal every
kind of disease and sickness. 2These are the names of the
twelve apostles: first, Simon (also called Peter) and his
brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother
John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew, the
tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;
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4Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who -turned against
[betrayed] Jesus.

5Jesus sent out these twelve men with the following
-order [instructions]: “Don’t go ‘to [Lon the way/road of] the
-Gentiles [non-Jewish people] or -to [Lenter] any town where
the Samaritans live. 6But go to the -people of Israel, who are
like lost sheep [Llost sheep of the house of Israel]. 7When
you go, -preach [announce; proclaim] this: ‘The kingdom of
heaven is -near [at hand]. 8Heal the sick, raise the dead to
life again, -heal [Lcleanse] -those who have skin diseases [Tthe
lepers; see 8:2], and -force demons out of people [Lcast out
demons]. I give you these powers freely, so help other peo-
ple freely [LFreely you have received, freely give]. 9Don’t
-carry [oracquire] any money -with you [Lin your belts]—
gold or silver or copper. 10Don’t carry a -bag [traveler’s bag;
or beggar’s purse] or -extra clothes [Ltwo tunics] or sandals
or a -walking stick [staff]. Workers -should be given what
they need [deserve to be supported; Ldeserve their
food/sustenance].

11“When you enter a city or town, -find [seek out] some
-worthy [honorable; respected] person there and stay in that
home until you leave. 12When you enter that home, -give it
your blessing [Lgreet it; Ctypically, “Peace be with you”; see
Luke 10:5]. 13If the -people there welcome you [Lhouse is
worthy], let your peace -stay there [Lcome upon it]. But if
‘they don’t welcome you [Lit is not worthy], -take back the
peace you wished for them [Llet your peace return to you].
14And if -a home or town [Lanyone] refuses to welcome you
or ‘listen to you [heed your words/message], leave that -place
[Lhome or town] and shake its dust off your feet [Cin protest
and as a warning of judgment]. 151 tell you the truth, on the
judgment day it will be -better [more bearable/tolerable] for
the -towns [Lland] of Sodom and Gomorrah [Cevil cities de-
stroyed by God; Gen. 19] than for the people of that town.

16“Listen [LLook; TBehold], I am sending you out like
sheep among wolves. So be as -clever [wise; shrewd; cunning]
as -snakes [serpents] and as -innocent [harmless] as doves.
17.Be careful of [Beware of; Watch out for] people, because
they will -arrest you and take you to court [hand you over to
the courts/councils; Clocal councils associated with Jewish
synagogues] and -whip [flog; scourge] you in their syna-
gogues. 18-Because of me [On my account; For my sake] you
will be taken to stand before governors and kings, -and you
will tell them and the Gentiles about me [Las a witness/
testimony to them and to the Gentiles]. 19When you are ar-
rested, don’t worry about what to say or how to say it. [LFor]
At that time you will be given the things to say. 20It will not
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really be you speaking but the Spirit of your Father speaking
‘through [in] you.

21“Brothers will -give [betray; hand over] their own brothers
to -be killed [death], and fathers will give their own children to
‘be killed [death]. Children will -fight [rebel; rise up] against
their own parents and have them put to death. 22All people will
hate you because ‘you follow me [Lof my name], but those peo-
ple who -keep their faith [endure; stand firm; persevere] until
the end will be saved. 23When you are -treated badly [perse-
cuted] in one city, -run [flee] to -another city [the next]. I tell
you the truth, you will not finish going through all the cities of
Israel before the Son of Man comes [Dan. 7:13-14].

24“A -student [disciple; follower] is not -better than [supe-
rior to; Labove] his teacher, and a -servant [slave] is not -bet-
ter than [superior to; Labove] his -master [lord]. 25-A student
should be satisfied [LIt is enough for a student/disciple/
follower] to become like his teacher; -a servant should be
satisfied to become [Land a servant/slave] like his master. If
the head of the family [Chere referring to Jesus] is called
Beelzebul [canother name for Satan], -then the other mem-
bers of the family will be called worse names [Lhow much
more the members of his household]!

26“So don’t be afraid of those people, because everything
that is -hidden [concealed; covered up] will be -shown [re-
vealed; uncovered; disclosed]. Everything that is -secret [hid-
den] will be made -known [clear]. 271 tell you these things in
the dark, but I want you to tell them in the -light [daylight].
What you hear whispered in your ear you should -shout
[proclaim] from the housetops. 28Don’t be afraid of people,
who can kill the body but cannot kill the soul. The only one
you should fear is the one who can destroy [Lboth] the soul
and the body in -hell [LGehenna; 5:22]. 29Two sparrows are
sold [LAre not two sparrows sold...?] for only a penny
[CGreek: assarion; a copper coin of very low value], but not
even one of them can -die [Lfall to the ground] -without your
Father’s knowing it [or apart from your Father’s will]. 30God
even -knows [numbers; counts] how many hairs are on your
head. 31So don’t be afraid. You are -worth much more [more
valuable] than many sparrows.

32“All those who -stand before others and say they believe
in me [Lconfess/acknowledge me before people], I will -say
before my Father in heaven that they belong to me [Lconfess/
acknowledge them before my Father in heaven]. 33But all
who -stand before others and say they do not believe in me
[Ldeny/disown me before people] I will -say before my Father
in heaven that they do not belong to me [Lalso deny/disown
them before my Father in heaven].
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34“Don’t -think [suppose] that I came to bring peace to
the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.
35[tFor] I have come -so that
‘a son will be [Lto turn a man] against his father,
a daughter -will be against [against] her mother,
a daughter-in-law -will be against [against] her mother-in-
law.
36 A person’s enemies will be members of his own -fam-
ily [household; Mic. 7:6].

37“.Those who love [LThe one who loves...] their father or
mother more than they love me are not worthy -to be my
followers [Lof me]. Those who love their son or daughter
more than they love me are not worthy -to be my followers
[Lof me]. 38Whoever ‘is not willing to carry the [Ldoes not
take up his] cross and follow me is not worthy of me.
39Those who try to hold on to [cling to; seek to preserve;
Lfind] their lives will -give up true life [lose them]. Those
who -give up [lose] their lives for -me [my sake] will -hold on
to true life [Lfind them]. 40Whoever -accepts [receives; wel-
comes] you also -accepts [receives; welcomes] me, and who-
ever -accepts [receives; welcomes] me also -accepts [receives;
welcomes] the One who sent me. 4TWhoever -accepts [re-
ceives; welcomes] a prophet -because he is a prophet [Lin the
name of a prophet] will receive the -reward of [same reward
as] a prophet. And whoever -accepts [receives; welcomes] a
-good [righteous; upright] person because that person is
-good [righteous; upright] will receive the -reward of [same
reward as] a -good [righteous; upright] person. 42Those who
give one of these little ones [even; so much as] a cup of cold
water because they are my -followers [disciples] will -truly
get [Lcertainly not lose] their reward.”

1 After Jesus finished -telling these things to [in-

structing; see 7:28] his twelve -followers
[disciples], he left there and went to -the towns in Galilee
[Ltheir towns] to teach and preach.

2John the Baptist was in prison, but he heard about -what
Christ was doing [or the deeds/actions of the Messiah]. So
John sent some of his -followers [disciples] to Jesus. 3They
asked him, “Are you the -One who is to come [Expected One;
Cthe Messiah], or should we -wait for [look for; expect]
someone else?”

4Jesus answered them, “Go -tell [report to] John what you
hear and see: 5The blind can see, the -crippled [lame] can
walk, and -people with skin diseases [Tlepers; see 8:2] are
-healed [Lcleansed]. The deaf can hear, the dead are raised to
life, and the -Good News [Gospel] is preached to the poor



25 Matthew 11:19

[csigns of God’s restoration of creation, predicted by the
prophet Isaiah; Is. 29:18-19; 35:5-6; 61:1-2]. 6Those who -do
not stumble in their faith [are not offended] because of me
are blessed.”
7As -John’s followers [Lthey] were leaving, Jesus began
talking to the -people [crowds] about John. Jesus said, “What
did you go out into the -desert [wilderness] to see? A reed
-blown by [shaken by; swaying in] the wind [Ca metaphor for
something weak or wavering]? 8What did you go out to see?
A man dressed in -fine [expensive] clothes? No, those who
wear -fine [expensive; Lsoft] clothes ‘live [are found] in kings’
-palaces [houses]. 9So why did you go out? To see a prophet?
Yes, and I tell you, John is more than a prophet. 10This was
written about him:
‘[tLook; TBehold] I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare -the [your] way -for [before; in front of]
you [Mal. 3:1]”
117 tell you the truth, John the Baptist is greater than any
other person -ever born [Lborn to women], but even the least
important person in the kingdom of heaven is greater than
John [cbecause John prepares for, but does not fully partici-
pate in the blessings of the kingdom]. 12-Since the time
[LFrom the days] John the Baptist came until now, the king-
dom of heaven has been -going forward in strength [advanc-
ing forcefully; or subject to violence; suffering violent
attacks], and -forceful [or violent] people have been trying to
‘take it by force [lay hold of it; or attack it]. 13All the
prophets and the law of Moses -told about what would hap-
pen [Lprophesied] until -the time John came [LJohn]. 14And
if you -will believe what they said, you will believe that John
is Elijah [Lare willing to accept it, he is Elijah], whom they
said would come. 15-Let those with ears use them and
listen[tThe one who has ears to hear, let him hear]!
16“.What can I say about the people of this time? What
are they like? [LTo what shall I compare this generation?]
They are like children sitting in the marketplace, who call
out to each other,
17‘We played ‘music [Lthe pipe/flute] for you, but you did
not dance;
we sang a -sad song [funeral song; dirge], but you did not
-cry [weep]. [CThe religious leaders wanted John to
“dance” (lighten up his severe message) and wanted
Jesus to “mourn” (follow their restrictive lifestyle). ]
18[LFor] John came and did not eat or drink like other
people. So people say, ‘He -has [is possessed by] a demon.
19The Son of Man came, eating and drinking, and people
say, ‘Look at him! -He eats too much and drinks too much
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wine [LHe’s a glutton and a drunkard], and he is a friend of
tax collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is -proved to be right
[vindicated] by -what she does [or its deeds/actions/results;
CWisdom is personified as a woman (Prov. 8), her “children”
being those who respond favorably to the message of John
and Jesus |

20Then Jesus began to -criticize [denounce; reproach] the
cities where he did -most [so many] of his -miracles [power-
ful deeds], because the people did not -change their lives and
stop sinning [repent]. 21He said, “-How terrible for [LWoe
to] you, Korazin! -How terrible for [LWoe to] you, Bethsaida!
If the same -miracles [powerful deeds] I did [Lthat occurred]
in you had happened in Tyre and Sidon [Ccities in Phoenicia
notorious for their wickedness], those people would have
-changed their lives [repented] a long time ago. -They would
have worn rough cloth and put ashes on themselves to show
they had changed [L...in sackcloth/burlap and ashes; Csigns of
sorrow and deep remorse]. 22But I tell you, on the judgment
day it will be -better [more bearable/tolerable] for Tyre and
Sidon than for you. 23And you, Capernaum [Ca town in
Galilee where Jesus lived and ministered], will you be ‘lifted
up to [honored/exalted in] heaven? No! you will be thrown
down to -the depths [the place of the dead; LHades; Is. 14:13,
15]. If the -miracles [powerful deeds] -I did [Lthat occurred]
in you had happened in Sodom [Ca city God destroyed be-
cause the people were so evil; Gen. 19], it would -still be a
city [Lhave remained until] today [Cbecause its people would
have repented and judgment averted]. 24But I tell you, on the
judgment day it will be -better [more bearable/tolerable] for
[Lthe region/land of] Sodom than for you.”

25At that time Jesus said, “I -praise [bless; thank; acknowl-
edge] you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the people who are wise and
-smart [learned; intelligent]. But you have -shown [revealed]
them to -those who are like little children [Llittle children; in-
fants; Cthose with a childlike faith]. 26Yes, Father, [Lbecause]
this is what -you really wanted [pleased you].

27“My Father has -given [entrusted/committed to] me all
things. No one knows the Son, except the Father. And no one
knows the Father, except the Son and those whom the Son
-chooses [desires; intends] to -tell [reveal it].

28“Come to me, all of you who are -tired [weary] and
-have heavy loads [overburdened; Theavy-laden] and I will
give you rest. 29-Accept my teachings [LTake my yoke upon
you] and learn from me, because I am gentle and humble in
-spirit [heart], and you will find rest for your -lives [souls;
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Jer. 6:16]. 30-The burden that I ask you to accept [L...because
my yoke] is easy; -the load I give you to carry [Land my bur-
den] is light.”

1 At that time Jesus was walking through some JESUS IS LORD OF
fields of grain on a Sabbath day. His -followers THE SABBATH

[disciples] were hungry, so they began to pick the grainand (12178

eat it [Deut. 23:25]. 2When the Pharisees saw this, they said /LVL‘L': 62 "12_35_)28"

to Jesus, “Look! Your -followers [disciples] are doing what is
-unlawful to do [forbidden] on the Sabbath day.” [cGleaning
was viewed as work, and therefore forbidden on the Sabbath;
Ex. 34:21.]

3Jesus answered, “Have you not read what David did
when he and -the people with him [his companions] were
hungry? 4He went into God’s house, and he and -those with
him [his companions] ate the -holy bread [consecrated
bread; Lbread of presentation], which was -lawful [allowed]
only for priests to eat [Ex. 25:30; Lev. 24:5-9]. 5And have
you not read in the -law of Moses [LLaw] that on every Sab-
bath day the priests in the Temple -break this law about [vio-
late; desecrate; profane] the Sabbath day [Cby working when
they offer sacrifices]? But the priests are -not wrong for
doing that [Linnocent; not guilty]. 6I tell you that there is
-something [or someone; Cmay refer to Jesus himself or to the
arrival of the kingdom] here that is greater than the Temple.
7The Scripture says, ‘I want -kindness more than I want ani-
mal sacrifices [Lmercy and not sacrifice; Hos. 6:6]. If you
-understood [had known] what these words mean, you
would not have judged those who have done nothing wrong
[condemned the innocent/guiltless].

8“.So [For] the Son of Man is -Lord [Master] of the Sab-
bath day.”

9esus left there and went into their synagogue, 10-where  JESUS HEALS A
[Land look/Tbehold] there was a man with a -crippled [para-  MAN'S HAND
lyzed; deformed; shriveled] hand. They were looking for a (129-14;

. . Mark 3:1-6;
reason to -accuse [bring charges against] Jesus, so they asked | . ¢c6.1)
him, “Is it -right [lawful] to -heal [cure] on the Sabbath
day?”

11Jesus answered, “If any of you has a sheep, and it falls
into a -ditch [pit; hole] on the Sabbath day, -you will [would
you not...?] -help [Lgrab it and lift] it out of the ditch.
12.Surely a human being is more important [LHow much
better is a person] than a sheep. So it is -lawful [permitted]
to do -good things [good] on the Sabbath day.”

13Then Jesus said to the man, “-Hold [Stretch] out your
hand.” The man -held [stretched] out his hand, and it -be-

came well again [was restored], -like [Las healthy as] the
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other hand. 14But the Pharisees left and -made plans [plot-
ted; conspired] to ‘kill [destroy] Jesus.

JESUS IS GOD'S 15Jesus knew -what the Pharisees were doing [Lthis], so he
CHOSEN SERVANT left that place. -Many people [Large crowds] followed him,
(1215-21; Mark 3:7-12; and he healed all who were sick. 16But Jesus warned the peo-
Luke 6:17°19) ple not to -tell who he was [make him known]. 17He did
these things to -bring about [fulfill] what Isaiah the prophet
had said:
18“.Here is [LBehold; Look!] my servant whom I have
chosen.

‘I love him [The one I love; My beloved], -and I am
pleased with him [Lin whom my soul delights/is well
pleased].

I will put my Spirit upon him,
and he will -tell of my [proclaim] justice to -all people
[the nations/Gentiles].
19He will not -argue [quarrel; fight] or -cry out [shout];
no one will hear his voice in the streets.
20He will not break a -crushed blade of grass [battered/
bruised reed]

or -put out [extinguish] -even a weak flame [a flickering

candle; La smoldering wick]
until he ‘makes justice win the [leads justice to] victory.
21 In -him [this name] will the -Gentiles [nations; non-Jewish
people] -find [put their] hope [Is. 42:1-4].”

JESUS' POWER IS 22Then some people brought to Jesus a man who was
FROM Gop blind and -could not talk [mute], because he -had a demon
(12:22-30; [was demon-possessed/demonized]. Jesus healed the man so
L’L\I/L‘Z '3 13125__537) that he could talk and see. 23All the people were amazed and
’ said, “Perhaps this man is the Son of David [ca title for the
Messiah, a descendant of King David; 2 Sam. 7:11-16]!”
24When the Pharisees heard this, they said, “This man uses
the power of Beelzebul [Canother name for Satan], the ruler of
demons, to -force [drive; cast] demons out of people.”
25Jesus knew what the Pharisees were thinking, so he said
to them, “Every kingdom that is -divided against [at war
with] itself -will be destroyed [is doomed/headed for ruin].
And any city or -family [Lhouse] that is -divided against [at
war with] itself will not -continue [survive; stand]. 26And if
Satan -forces out himself [Ldrives/casts out Satan], then
Satan is -divided against [at war with] himself, and -his king-
dom will not continue [Lhow will his kingdom stand?].
27You say that I use the power of Beelzebul [v. 24] to -force
[drive; cast] out demons. If that is true, then what power do
your -people [own exorcists; followers; Lsons] use to -force
[drive; force] out demons? So they will be your judges. 28But
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if I use the power of God’s Spirit to -force [drive; cast] out
demons, then the kingdom of God has -come to you [arrived
among you; or overtaken you; caught you unaware].

29%“.If anyone wants to [LOr how can anyone...?] enter a
strong person’s house and -steal [seize; plunder] his things,
he must first -tie up [bind] the strong person. Then he can
-steal [seize; plunder] the things from the house. [CSatan is
the strong man and his possessions are the people Jesus is
freeing from Satan’s power.]

30“Whoever is not with me is against me. Whoever does
not -work [gather] with me -is working against me [scatters;
Cprobably a reference to gathering or scattering a flock; John
10:12]. 31So I tell you, people can be forgiven for every sin
and -everything they say against God [blasphemy]. But who-
ever -speaks [blasphemes] against the -Holy Spirit [LSpirit]
will not be forgiven. 32Anyone who speaks against the Son
of Man can be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the
Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, -now or in the future [Lnei-
ther in this age, nor the one to come].

33“If you want good fruit, you must -make the tree good
[grow a good/healthy tree]. If -your tree is not good [you
grow a bad/unhealthy tree], it will have bad fruit. A tree is
-known [identified; recognized] by the kind of fruit it pro-
duces. 34You -snakes [Tbrood/offspring of vipers]! You are
evil people, so how can you say anything good? [LFor] The
mouth speaks the things that -are in [overflow from] the
heart. 35Good people -have good things in their hearts, and
so they say good things [Lbring forth good things from the
good treasure/storehouse]. But evil people -have evil in their
hearts, so they say evil things [Lbring forth evil things from
the evil treasure/storehouse]. 36And I tell you that on the
judgment day people will -be responsible [give an account-
ing; answer] for every -careless [idle; thoughtless; unhelpful]

‘thing [word] they have said. 37-The words you have said will

be used to judge you. Some of your words will prove you
right, but some of your words will prove you guilty [LFor by
your words you will be acquitted/justified, and by your words
you will be condemned].”

38Then some of the Pharisees and -teachers of the law
[scribes] answered Jesus, saying, “Teacher, we want to see
you work a miracle as a sign [la sign from you].”

39Jesus answered, “Evil and sinful people [LAn evil and
adulterous/unfaithful generation] are the ones who -want to
see [seek after; ask for; demand] -a miracle for a sign [La
sign]. But no sign will be given to them, except the sign of
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the prophet Jonah. 40[LFor just as] Jonah was in the stomach
of the -big fish [sea monster; sea creature] for three days and
three nights [Jon. 1:17]. In the same way, the Son of Man
will be in the -grave [Lheart of the earth] three days and
three nights. 410n the judgment day the -people [or men]
from Nineveh will stand up with -you people who live now
[this generation], and they will -show that you are guilty
[condemn you]. [LBecause] When Jonah preached to them,
they -were sorry and changed their lives [repented]. And -1
tell you that [Llook; Tbehold] -someone [or something; Cei-
ther Jesus or the Kingdom of God] greater than Jonah is
here. 420n the judgment day, the Queen of the South will
-stand [rise] up with -you people who live today [this genera-
tion]. She will -show that you are guilty [condemn you], be-
cause she came from -far away [the ends of the earth] to
listen to Solomon’s wise teaching [1 Kin. 10:1-13]. And ‘I tell
you that [Llook; Tbehold] -someone [or something] greater
than Solomon is here.

43“When an -evil [defiling; Lunclean] spirit comes out of
a person, it travels through -dry [waterless; arid] places,
looking for a place to rest, but it doesn’t find it. 44So the
spirit says, ‘T will go back to the house [Cthe person] I left”
When the spirit comes back, it finds the house still empty,
swept clean, and ‘made neat [put in order; fixed up]. 45Then
the evil spirit goes out and brings seven other spirits even
more -evil [wicked] than it is, and they go in and live there.
So -the person has even more trouble than before [Lthe last
state of that person is worse than the first]. -It is the same
way [LSo it will be] with -the evil people who live today [this
evil generation].”

46While Jesus was talking to the -people [crowds], [Llook;
Tbehold] his mother and -brothers [or brothers and sisters;
Cthe Greek word can mean “siblings”] stood outside, -trying
to find a way [seeking; asking] to talk to him. 4/Someone
told Jesus, “[LLook; TBehold] Your mother and brothers [and
sisters] are standing outside, -and they want [seeking; ask-
ing] to talk to you.”n

48He answered, “Who is my mother? Who are my broth-
ers [and sisters]?” 49Then he -pointed to [or stretched out his
hand toward] his -followers [disciples] and said, “-Here are
[LLook; TBehold] my mother and my brothers. 50My true
brother and sister and mother are those who do -what my
Father in heaven wants [the will of my Father in heaven].”

12:47 Someone...you.” Some Greek copies do not have verse 47.
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13That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat A STORY ABOUT
by the lake [Cthe Sea of Galilee]. 2Large crowds PLANTING SEED
gathered around him, so he got into a boat and sat down, ;é,z"rlk’zl_g‘
while the people stood on the shore. 3Then Jesus used ‘sto- | . 543

ries [parables] to teach them many things. He said: “A

farmer [sower] went out to -plant [sow] his seed. 4While he

was -planting [sowing], some seed fell -by the road [along the

path], and the birds came and ate it all up. 5Some seed fell

on rocky ground, where there wasn’t much dirt. That seed

-grew [sprang up] very fast, because the ground was not

deep. 6But when the sun rose, the plants -dried up [were

scorched and withered], because they did not have deep

roots. 7Some other seed fell among thorny weeds, which

grew and choked the good plants. 8Some other seed fell on

good ground where it grew and produced -a crop [grain].

Some plants made a hundred times more, some made sixty

times more, and some made thirty times more. 9-Let those

with ears use them and listen [LThe one who has ears to hear,

let him hear].”

10The -followers [disciples] came to Jesus and asked, WHY JESUS USED
“Why do you -use stories to teach the people [Lspeak to them STORIES TO TEACH
in parables]?” (1310-17,
« Mark 4:10-12, 25;
11Jesus answered, “-You have been chosen [LIt has been Lk 89-10 18
granted/given to you] to -know [understand] the -secrets 10:23-24)

[mysteries] about the kingdom of heaven, but -others cannot
know these secrets [Lit has not been given/granted to those
others]. 12Those who ‘have understanding [Lhave] will be
given more, and they will have -all they need [an
abundance]. But those who do not -have understanding
[thave], even what they have will be taken away from them.
13This is why I -use stories to teach the people [Lspeak in
parables]: [LBecause] They -see [look], but they don’t ‘really
see [perceive]. They hear, but they don’t really hear or un-
derstand. 14-So they show that the things Isaiah said about
them are true [LIn them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled
that says]:
“You will ‘listen and listen [keep on hearing; or listen
intently], but you will not understand.
You will -look and look [keep on seeing; or look intently],
but you will not -learn [perceive; comprehend].
15For the ‘minds [hearts] of these people have become -stub-
born [dull; calloused; hardened].
They -do not [hardly] hear with their ears,
and they have closed their eyes.
Otherwise they might see with their eyes
and hear with their ears.
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They might really understand -in their minds [with their
hearts]
and -come back [turn; return] to me and -be healed [I
would heal them; Is. 6:9-10].
16But -you [Lyour eyes] are blessed, because you see with
your eyes and hear with your ears. 171 tell you the truth,
many prophets and -good [righteous; just] people -wanted
[longed] to see the things that you now see, but they did not
see them. And they -wanted [longed] to hear the things that
you now hear, but they did not hear them.

18“So listen to the -meaning of that story about the farmer
[parable of the sower]. 19What is the seed that fell -by the road
[along the path]? That seed is like -the person [anyone] who
hears the -message [word; teaching] about the kingdom but
does not understand it. The Evil One comes and -takes away
[snatches] what was -planted [sown] in that person’s heart.
20And what is the seed -that fell [sown] on rocky ground?
That seed is like the person who hears the -teaching [word;
message] and quickly -accepts [receives] it with joy. 21But -he
does not let the teaching go deep into his life, so [Lsince he has
no root in himself] -he keeps it only a short time [he does not
endure; it is shortlived]. When trouble or persecution comes
because of the -teaching he accepted [word, message], he
-quickly [immediately] -gives up [falls away; stumbles]. 22And
what is the seed -that fell [sown] among the thorny weeds?
That seed is like the person who hears the ‘teaching [word;
message] but lets worries about this ‘life [world; age] and the
-temptation [deceitfulness; seduction] of wealth -stop that
teaching from growing [Lchoke the word/message]. So the
teaching does not produce fruit in that person’s life. 23But
what is the seed -that fell [sown] on the good ground? That
seed is like the person who hears the teaching and under-
stands it. That person grows and produces fruit [a crop],
sometimes a hundred times more, sometimes sixty times
more, and sometimes thirty times more.”

24Then Jesus -told [presented to] them another -story
[parable]: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who
-planted [sowed] good seed in his field. 25That night, when
everyone was asleep, his enemy came and -planted [sowed]
‘weeds [Ttares; Ca noxious weed that looks like wheat] among
the wheat and then left. 26Later, the wheat sprouted and the
heads of grain grew, but the -weeds [Ttares] also -grew [ap-
peared]. 27Then the man’s -servants [slaves| came to him
and said, ‘[Master; Sir] -You planted [LDidn’t you sow...?]
good seed in your field. Where did the -weeds [Ttares] come
from?’ 28The man answered, ‘An enemy -planted weeds [Ldid
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this]. The -servants [slaves] asked, ‘Do you want us to -pull
up the weeds [Lgo and gather them]?” 29The man answered,
‘No, because when you -pull up [gather] the -weeds [Ttares],
you might also -pull up [uproot] the wheat. 30Let -the weeds
and the wheat [Lboth] grow together until the harvest time.
At harvest time I will tell the -workers [reapers], “First
gather the -weeds [Ttares] and tie them -together [in bun-
dles] to be burned. Then gather the wheat and bring it to

»r»

my barn.

31Then Jesus -told [presented to them] another -story
[parable]: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed
that a man -planted [sowed] in his field. 32That seed is the
smallest of all seeds [Cthe mustard seed was the smallest seed
known to Jesus’ hearers], but when it grows, it is one of the
largest garden plants. It becomes -big enough [La tree] for
the -wild birds [Lbirds of the sky] to come and build nests in
its branches.”
33Then Jesus told another -story [parable]: “The kingdom
of heaven is like -yeast [leaven] that a woman took and -hid
[mixed] in a large tub [CGreek: three sata; about fifty
pounds] of flour until -it made all the dough rise [Lthe whole
was leavened; Luke 13:20-21] 2
34]Jesus used -stories [parables] to tell all these things to
the people; he -always used stories to teach them [Ldid not
speak to them without parables; Mark 4:33-34]. 35This -is as
[fulfills what] the prophet said:
“I will -speak using [Lopen my mouth in] -stories
[parables];
I will -tell [announce; utter] things -that have been secret
[hidden] since the -world was made
[creation/foundation of the world. Ps. 78:2].”

36Then Jesus left the crowd and went into the house. His
followers [disciples] came to him and said, “Explain to us
the meaning of the -story [parable] about the -weeds [Ttares]
in the field.”

37Jesus answered, “The man who -planted [sowed] the
good seed in the field is the Son of Man. 38The field is the
world, and the good seed are -all of God’s children who be-
long to the kingdom [Lthe children/sons of the kingdom].
The ‘weeds [Ttares] are -those people who belong to the Evil
One [tthe children/sons of the Evil One]. 39And the enemy
who -planted [sowed] the bad seed is the devil. The harvest
time is the end of the age, and the -workers who gather [har-
vesters; reapers] are God’s angels.

40“Just as the -weeds [Ttares] are -pulled up [gathered]
and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age.
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41The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will
-gather [remove; weed] out of his kingdom -all who [orall
things that] -cause sin [Tare stumbling blocks] and all who -do
evil [break God’s law]. 42The angels will throw them into the
blazing furnace [Dan. 3:6], where -the people will cry and
grind their teeth with pain [Lthere will be weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth; Cindicating agony and remorse]. 43Then the -good
people [righteous] will shine like the sun in the kingdom of
their Father [Dan. 12:3]. -Let those with ears use them and lis-
ten [LThe one who has ears to hear, let him hear.].

44“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a
field. One day a man found the treasure, and then he hid it
in the field again. He was so -happy [joyful; excited] that he
went and sold everything he owned to buy that field.

45“Also, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking
for fine pearls. 46When he found a very valuable pearl, he
went and sold everything he had and bought it.

47“Also, the kingdom of heaven is like a -net [dragnet; ca
net dragged between two boats, or between a boat and the
shore] that was put into the -lake [sea] and caught many dif-
ferent kinds of fish. 48When it was full, the fishermen pulled
the net to the shore. They sat down and put all the good fish
in baskets and threw away the -bad [worthless] fish. 491t will
be this way at the end of the age. The angels will come and
separate the evil people from the -good [righteous] people.
50The angels will throw the evil people into the blazing fur-
nace [Dan. 3:11, 19-30], where -people will cry and grind
their teeth with pain [tthere will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth; v. 42]”

51Jesus asked his -followers [disciples], “Do you under-
stand all these things?”

They answered, “Yes.”

52Then Jesus said to them, “So every -teacher of the law
[scribe] who has -been taught about [become a disciple of]
the kingdom of heaven is like the -owner [head] of a house.
He brings out both new things and old things -he has saved
[Lfrom his treasure/storeroom; Cknowledge of the Old Testa-
ment provides insight into Jesus’ “new” message of the king-
dom of God].”

53When Jesus finished teaching [see 7:28] with these -sto-
ries [parables], he left there. 54He went to his hometown
[CNazareth; 2:23; Luke 2:39] and taught the people in their
synagogue, and they were -amazed [astonished]. They said,
“Where did this man get this wisdom and this power to do
miracles? 55-He is just [Isn’t this...?] the son of -a [Lthe]
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carpenter. -His mother is Mary [LIsn’t his mother called
Mary...?], and his brothers are James, Joseph, Simon, and
Judas. 56And all his sisters are here with us. Where then does
this man get all these things?” 57So the people were -upset
with [offended by] Jesus.

But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is -honored everywhere
[not dishonored] except in his hometown and in his own
‘home [family; household].”

58S0 he did not do many miracles there because -they had
no faith [of their unbelief].

1 At that time Herod, the -ruler of Galilee [Ltetrarch;

see Luke 3:1], heard the reports about Jesus. 2So
he said to his servants, “Jesus [LThis] is John the Baptist,
who has risen from the dead. That is why -he can work these
miracles [Lmiraculous powers are at work in him].”

3.Sometime before this, [LFor] Herod had arrested John,
‘tied him up [chained/bound him], and put him into prison.
Herod did this because of Herodias, who had been the wife
of Philip, Herod’s brother. 4[LFor] John had been telling
Herod, “It is not lawful for you to -be married to Herodias
[have her].” 5Herod wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of
the -people [crowd], because they -believed John was [re-
garded John as] a prophet.

60n Herod’s birthday, the daughter of Herodias danced
for Herod and his guests, and she [greatly] pleased him. 7So
he -promised [announced] with -an oath [a vow] to give her
anything she -wanted [asked]. 8-Herodias told her daughter
what to ask for, so [At her mother’s urging/prompting] she
said to Herod, “Give me the head of John the Baptist here on
a platter.” 9Although King Herod was very -sad [sorry;
grieved; distressed], he had made a -promise [vow; oath],
and his dinner guests had heard him. So Herod -ordered
[commanded] that what she asked for be done. 10He sent
soldiers to the prison to cut off John’s head. 11And they
brought it on a platter and gave it to the girl, and she took it
to her mother. 12John’s -followers [disciples] came and got
his -body [corpse] and buried it. Then they went and -told
[reported it to] Jesus.

13When Jesus heard what had happened to John, he left in
a boat and went to a -lonely [isolated; deserted] place by
himself. But the crowds heard about it and followed him on
foot from the towns. 14When he -arrived [landed; came
ashore], he saw a great crowd waiting. He -felt sorry [had
compassion] for them and healed those who were sick.

15When it was evening, his -followers [disciples] came to
him and said, ““No one lives in this [This is a remote/deserted]
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place, and it is already late. Send the people away so they can
go to the -towns [villages] and buy food for themselves.”

16But Jesus answered, “They don’t need to go away. You
give them something to eat.”

17They said to him, “But we have only five loaves of bread
and two fish.”

18Jesus said, “Bring -the bread and the fish [Lthem here] to
me.” 19Then he -told [commanded; ordered] the people to
-sit down [recline] on the grass. He took the five loaves and
the two fish and, looking to heaven, he -thanked God for
[blessed] the food. Jesus -divided [broke] the bread and gave
it to his -followers [disciples], who gave it to the people.
20All the people ate and were satisfied. Then -the followers
[Lthey] filled twelve baskets with the leftover pieces of food.
21There were about five thousand men there who ate, not
counting women and children.

22Immediately Jesus -told [compelled; made] his -follow-
ers [disciples] to get into the boat and go ahead of him
-across the lake [to the other side]. He stayed there to -send
the people home [dismiss the crowds]. 23After he had -sent
them away [dismissed them], he went by himself up into the
-hills [mountain] to pray. -It was late, and [When
evening/night came,] Jesus was there alone. 24By this time,
the boat was already -far away [Lmany stadia; Ca stadion was
about six hundred feet] from land. It was being -hit [buf-
feted; beaten] by waves, because the wind was blowing
against it.

25.Between three and six o’clock in the morning [LAnd in
the fourth watch of the night], Jesus came to them, walking
on the water. 26When his -followers [disciples] saw him
walking on the water, they were -afraid [terrified]. They said,
“It’s a ghost!” and cried out in fear.

27But Jesus -quickly [immediately] spoke to them, “Have
courage! It is I. Do not be afraid.”

28Peter said, “Lord, if it is really you, then -command
[tell] me to come to you on the water.”

29Jesus said, “Come.”

And Peter left the boat and walked on the water -to [Land
came toward] Jesus. 30But when Peter saw the wind,” he be-
came -afraid [terrified] and began to sink. He shouted,
“Lord, save me!”

31Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and -caught
[took hold of] Peter. Jesus said, “-Your faith is small [What
little faith you have!; TYou of little faith]. Why did you
doubt?”

14:30 wind Some Greek copies say “strong wind!
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32After they got into the boat, the wind -became calm
[stopped; died down]. 33Then those who were in the boat
worshiped Jesus and said, “Truly you are the Son of God!”

34When they had crossed the lake, they came to shore at
Gennesaret. 35When the -people there [or men of that place]
recognized Jesus, they -told people [sent word] all around
there that Jesus had come, and they brought all their sick to
him. 36They begged Jesus to let them touch just the -edge [or
tassels; see Num. 15:38-39] of his -coat [cloak], and all who
touched it were healed.

1 Then some Pharisees and -teachers of the law
[scribes] came to Jesus from Jerusalem. They
asked him, 2“Why don’t your -followers [disciples] obey the
-unwritten laws which have been handed down to us [Ltradi-
tions of the elders]? [LFor] They don’t wash their hands be-

fore they eat [Ca Jewish ritual for ceremonial purity].”

3Jesus answered, “And why do you -refuse to obey [break;
violate] God’s command -so that you can follow your own
teachings [Lfor the sake of your traditions]? 4God said,
‘Honor your father and your mother [Ex. 20:12; Deut. 5:16],
and ‘Anyone who -says cruel things to [speaks evil of; curses]
his father or mother must be put to death [Ex. 21:17; Lev.
20:9]. 5But you say a person can tell his father or mother, ‘I
have something I could use to help you, but I have -given
[dedicated; devoted] it to God already [Ca practice known as
Corban; see Mark 7:10-12]. 6You teach that person -not to
[that he need not] honor his father or his mother. You -re-
jected [invalidated; canceled; nullified] -what God said [Lthe
word of God] for the sake of your own -rules [tradition].
7You are hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he -said [Lproph-
esied] about you:
8These people show honor to me with -words [Ltheir lips],

but their hearts are far from me.
9Their worship of me is -worthless [futile; in vain].

The things [doctrines] they teach are nothing but

human -rules [commandments; Is. 29:13].”

10After Jesus called the crowd to him, he said, “Listen and
-understand what I am saying [try to understand]. 111t is not
what -people put into their mouths [Lgoes into the mouth]
that -makes them unclean [pollutes/defiles the person]. It is
what comes out of their mouths that -makes them unclean
[pollutes/defiles the person].”

12Then his -followers [disciples] came to him and asked,
“Do you know that the Pharisees are -angry [offended;
shocked] because of what you said?”
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13Jesus answered, “Every plant that my Father in heaven
has not planted himself will be pulled up by the roots.
14.Stay away from the Pharisees [LLeave/Ignore them]; they
are blind -leaders [guides].” And if a blind person ‘leads
[guides] a blind person, both will fall into a -ditch [pit;
hole]”

15Peter said, “Explain the -example [parable] to us.”

16Jesus said, “-Do you still not understand [LAre you still
so dull/foolish]? 17-Surely you know [LDon’t you know...?]
that all the food that enters the mouth goes into the stomach
and then goes -out of the body [Linto the sewer/latrine].”
18But -what people say with their mouths [Lthe things that
come out of the mouth] comes from the -way they think [rthe
heart]; these are the things that -make people unclean [pol-
lute/defiled a person]. 19 [LFor] Out of the -mind [heart] come
evil -thoughts [intentions; ideas], murder, adultery, sexual
sins, stealing, -lying [false witness/testimony], and -speaking
evil of others [slander; blasphemy]. 20These things make peo-
ple ‘unclean [polluted; defiled]; eating with unwashed hands
does not make them -unclean [polluted; defiled].”

21]Jesus left that place and went to the -area [district; re-
gion] of Tyre and Sidon [Ccities on the coast north of Israel].
22A -Canaanite [Ca non-Jewish (Gentile) resident of Palestine
(Canaan was the ancient name for Palestine)] woman from
that area came to Jesus and cried out, “Lord, Son of David
[ca title for the Messiah], have mercy on me! My daughter
-has a demon, and she is suffering very much [is tormented;
Lis severely demon-possessed].”

23But Jesus did not -answer the woman [Lanswer her a
word]. So his -followers [disciples] came to Jesus and -begged
[asked; urged] him, “Tell the woman to go away. [LBecause]
She is following us and -shouting [crying out].”

24Jesus answered, “-God sent me [LI was sent] only to the
lost sheep, the -people [Lhouse] of Israel.”

25Then the woman came to Jesus again and bowed before
him and said, “Lord, help me!”

26Jesus answered, “It is not right to take the children’s
bread and -give [throw] it to the dogs.” [c“Children” refers to
Israel; “dogs” to the Gentiles.]

27The woman said, “Yes, Lord, but even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”

28Then Jesus answered, “[LO] Woman, you have great
faith! -I will do what you asked [LLet it be done for you as
you wish].” And -at that moment [Lfrom that hour] the
woman’s daughter was healed.

15:14 leaders Some Greek copies continue, “of blind people!
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29After leaving there, Jesus went along -the shore of Lake
Galilee [Tthe Sea of Galilee]. He went up on -a hill [or the
mountain] and sat there.

30Great crowds came to Jesus, bringing with them the
lame, the blind, the crippled, -those who could not speak
[the mute/deaf; cthe word can refer to speech or hearing; v.
31 suggests it here means “mute”], and many others. They
-put [laid] them at Jesus’ feet, and he healed them. 31The
crowd was -amazed [astonished; marveled] when they saw
that -people who could not speak before [the mute/deaf]
were now able to speak. The crippled were -made strong
[well; whole]. The lame could walk, and the blind could see.
And they -praised [glorified] the God of Israel for this.

32Jesus called his -followers [disciples] to him and said, “I
-feel sorry [have compassion] for these people, because they
have already been with me three days, and they have nothing
to eat. I don’t want to send them away hungry. They might
-faint [collapse] while going home.”

33His -followers [disciples] asked him, ““How [LFrom
where] can we get enough bread in this -remote place [deso-
late place; desert] to feed -all these people [Lso great a crowd]?”

34Jesus asked, “How many loaves of bread do you have?”

They answered, “Seven, and a few small fish.”

35Jesus told the people to -sit [recline] on the ground. 36He
took the seven loaves of bread and the fish and gave thanks to
God. Then he -divided the food [Lbroke them] and gave it to
his -followers [disciples], and they gave it to the people. 37All
the people ate and were satisfied. Then his -followers [disci-
ples] filled seven -baskets [large baskets; Ca different word than
in the feeding of the five thousand; 14:20] with the leftover
pieces of food. 38There were about four thousand men there
who ate, besides women and children. 39After -sending the
people home [dismissing the crowds], Jesus got into the boat
and went to the -area [region] of Magadan [Can unknown
place, probably on the western shore of Lake Galilee; perhaps
Magdala, the hometown of Mary Magdalene].

1 The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus, want-
ing to ‘trick [test] him. So they asked him to show
them a -miracle [sign] from -God [Lheaven; Cpossibly a sign in
the sky, but more likely a Jewish way of saying “from God”].
2Jesus answered,” “-At sunset [In the evening] you say we
will have good weather, because the sky is red. 3And in the
morning you say that it will be -a rainy day [stormy; bad
weather], because the sky is red and -dark [threatening;
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overcast]. You see -these signs in [the appearance of] the sky
and know -what they mean [how to interpret them]. -In the
same way [or However; On the other hand], you -see the
things that I am doing now, but you don’t know their mean-
ing [Lcannot interpret the signs of the times]. 4-Evil and sin-
ful people [LAn evil/wicked and adulterous generation] -ask
for [seek; demand] a miracle as a sign, but they will not be
given any sign, except the sign of Jonah [see 12:40; Jon.

1:17] Then Jesus left them and went away.

5Jesus’ -followers [disciples] went -across the lake [Lto the
other side], but they had forgotten to bring bread. 6Jesus said
to them, “-Be careful [Watch out]! Beware of the -yeast [leaven]
of the Pharisees and the Sadducees [Cyeast or leaven refers here
to the dangerous permeating power of their influence].”

7-His followers [LThey] discussed the meaning of this,
saying, “He said this because we forgot to bring bread.”

8Knowing what they were talking about, Jesus asked
them, “Why are you -talking [discussing; arguing] about not
having bread? -Your faith is small [What little faith you
have!; TYou of little faith]. 9Do you still not understand? Re-
member the five loaves of bread that fed the five thousand?
And remember that you filled many baskets with the left-
overs? 100r the seven loaves of bread that fed the four thou-
sand and the many [large] baskets you filled then also?
1"Why don’t you understand that I was not talking to you
about bread? I am telling you to beware of the -yeast [leaven]
of the Pharisees and the Sadducees.” 12Then -the followers
[Lthey] understood that Jesus was not telling them to beware
of the -yeast [leaven] used in bread but to beware of the
teaching of the Pharisees and the Sadducees.

13When Jesus came to the area of Caesarea Philippi [€25
miles north of Lake Galilee near Mount Hermon], he asked
his -followers [disciples], “Who do people say the Son of
Man is?”

14They answered, “Some say you are John the Baptist.
Others say you are Elijah [Csome Jews expected Elijah to re-
turn in the end times; Mal. 4:5], and still others say you are
Jeremiah or one of the prophets [Deut. 18:15].”

15Then Jesus asked them, “-And [But] who do you say
Iam?”

16Simon Peter answered, “You are the -Christ [Messiah],
the Son of the living God.”

17]Jesus answered, “You are blessed, Simon son of Jonah,
because -no person taught you that [Lflesh and blood did not
reveal this to you]. [LBut; Rather] My Father in heaven
-showed you who I am [revealed it]. 18So I tell you, you are
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Peter [Cthe Greek petros, like the Aramaic cephas, means
“rock” or “stone”]. On this rock I will build my church, and
the -power of death [Lgates of Hades/the underworld] will
not be able to -defeat [overpower; conquer; prevail against]
it. 191 will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; -the
things [and whatever] you -don’t allow [forbid; lbind] on
earth will be -the things that God does not allow
[forbidden/tbound in heaven], and -the things [whatever]
you -allow [permit; Lloose] on earth will be -the things that
God allows [permitted/Lloosed in heaven].” 20Then Jesus
[sternly] warned his -followers [disciples] not to tell anyone
he was the -Christ [Messiah].

21From that time on Jesus began -telling [showing; mak-  JESUS SAYS THAT
ing it clear to] his -followers [disciples] that he must go to HE MUST DIE
Jerusalem, where the Jewish elders, the leading priests,and =~ (16:21-28;
the -teachers of the law [scribes] would make him suffer /L\f’irek ; 2321__2971
‘many things [greatly]. He told them he must be killed and John 6:67-71, 12:25)
then be raised from the dead on the third day.
22Peter took Jesus aside and -told him not to talk like that
[Lbegan to reprimand/rebuke him]. He said, “-God save you
from those things [God forbid; May it never be; L(God) Be
merciful], Lord! Those things -will never [must certainly
not] happen to you!”
23Then Jesus turned and said to Peter, “-Go away from
[Get behind] me, Satan! You are ‘not helping [an obsta-
cle/stumbling block to] me! You -don’t care about [are not
setting your mind on/thinking about] the things of God, but
only -about the things people think are important [on/about
human concerns].”
24Then Jesus said to his -followers [disciples], “If -people
want [Lanyone wants] to follow me, they must -give up the
things they want [deny themselves; turn from selfishness; set
aside their own interests]. They must -be willing even to give
up their lives to [Ltake up their cross and] follow me.
25Those who want to save their lives will -give up true life
[Llose their life/soul; cGreek psyché can mean “life” or “soul,”
producing this play on words], and those who -give up [lose;
sacrifice] their lives for -me [my sake] will -have true life
[find life]. 26-It is worthless [What good/profit/benefit is
it...?] to -have [gain] the whole world if they ‘lose [forfeit]
their souls. ‘They could never pay enough [LOr what could
they give...?] -to buy back [in exchange for] their souls.
27[LFor] The Son of Man will come again with his Father’s
glory and with his angels. At that time, he will -reward
[repay; give back; judge] them for what they have done [Ps.
62:12; Prov. 24:12]. 28] tell you the truth, some people stand-
ing here will not -die [Ltaste death] before they see the Son of



Matthew 17:1

THE
TRANSFIGURATION
ON THE MOUNTAIN

(17:1-13:
Mark 9:2-13;
Luke 9:28-36)

42

Man [Dan. 7:13—-14] coming with his kingdom.” [CThis may
refer to the Transfiguration which follows (17:1-8), Jesus’
resurrection, or the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70.]

17 Six days later, Jesus took Peter, James, and John,
the brother of James, [Land led them] up on a
high mountain by themselves. 2-While they watched [In
their presence; In front of them], Jesus’ appearance was
-changed [transformed; Ttransfigured]; his face -became
bright [shined] like the sun, and his clothes became white as
light. 3Then Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking
with Jesus. [cGod had given the Law through Moses, and Eli-
jah was an important prophet (see Mark 6:15); together they
signify that Jesus fulfills the OT.]

4Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If
you want, I will put up three -tents [shelters; shrines; taber-
nacles; Lev. 23:42] here—one for you, one for Moses, and
one for Elijah.” [CPerhaps Peter wanted to prolong their stay
or to commemorate their visit. |

5While Peter was talking, [Llook; Tbehold] a bright cloud
-covered [overshadowed; Ex. 24:15] them. A voice came from
the cloud and said, “This is my -Son, whom I love [dearly
beloved Son; Ps. 2:7; Gen. 22:2], -and I am very pleased with
him [in whom [ take great delight; Is. 42:1; Matt. 3:17]. Lis-
ten to him [Deut. 18:15; Acts 3:22]!”

6When his -followers [disciples] heard the voice, they
were so frightened they fell -to the ground [Lon their faces].
7But Jesus went to them and touched them and said, “Stand
up. Don’t be afraid.” 8-When they looked up [Lifting up their
eyes], they saw -Jesus was now alone [Lno one except Jesus
alone].

9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus -com-
manded [instructed] them not to tell anyone about -what
they had seen [the vision] until the Son of Man had -risen
[been raised] from the dead.

10Then his -followers [disciples] asked him, “Why do the
‘teachers of the law [scribes] say that Elijah must come first
[cthat is, before the Messiah comes; Mal. 3:1; 4:5]2”

11Jesus answered, “-They are right to say that Elijah is
coming and that [LElijjah is indeed coming, and] he will
-make everything the way it should be [restore/prepare
everything]. 12But I tell you that Elijah has already come,
and they did not recognize him. They did to him whatever
they wanted to do. It will be the same with the Son of Man;
those same people will make the Son of Man suffer.” 13Then
the -followers [disciples] understood that Jesus was talking
about John the Baptist.
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14When Jesus and his -followers [disciples] came back to
the crowd, a man came to Jesus and -bowed [knelt] before
him. 15The man said, “Lord, have mercy on my son. He -has
epilepsy [has seizures; or is demented/a lunatic; cthe word for
epilepsy could also mean “moonstruck” or demented; Mark
9:17 says the boy was demon possessed] and is suffering
-very much [terribly], because he often falls into the fire or
into the water. 161 brought him to your -followers
[disciples], but they could not -cure [heal] him.”

17]esus answered, “-You people have no faith, and your lives
are all wrong [LO faithless/unbelieving and perverse/corrupt
generation]. How long must I -put up [stay; Lbe| with you?
How long must I -continue to be patient [put up] with you?
Bring the boy here to me.” 18Jesus -commanded [repri-
manded; rebuked] the demon and it came out of him, and the
boy was healed from that -time on [moment; Lhour].

19The -followers [disciples] came to Jesus when he was
alone and asked, “Why couldn’t we -force [drive; cast] the
demon out?”

20Jesus answered, “Because -your faith is too small [you
have so little faith]. I tell you the truth, if your faith is -as big
as [as small as; the size of; Las; like] a mustard seed, you can
say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there, and it will
move. -All things will be possible [LNothing would be impos-
sible] for you. |21That kind of spirit comes out only if you
use prayer and fasting.|”

22While Jesus’ -followers [disciples] were gathering in
Galilee, he said to them, “The Son of Man will be -handed
over [betrayed/delivered over] to -people [Lhuman hands],
23and they will kill him [cthe “handing over” may be Judas’
betrayal or God’s actions in “giving up” his Son to accom-
plish salvation; Rom. 4:25]. But on the third day he will be
raised from the dead.” And the -followers [disciples] were
filled with sadness [greatly distressed].

24When ‘Jesus and his followers [Lthey]| came to Caper-
naum, the men who collected the -Temple tax [Ltwo-
drachma; Cthe annual tax paid to support the Temple (Ex.
30:13-16)] came to Peter. They asked, “Does your teacher
pay the -Temple tax [Ltwo-drachma]?”

25Peter answered, “Yes.”

Peter went into the house, but before he could speak, Jesus
said to him, “What do you think? From whom do the kings
of the earth collect -different kinds of taxes [tribute/tolls or
taxes]—the king’s -children [or own people/citizens]
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or -others [or foreigners; Cperhaps tribute paid by defeated
nations]?”

26Peter answered, “-Other people pay the taxes [LFrom
others].”

Jesus said to Peter, “Then the -children [or people; citi-
zens] of the king -don’t have to pay taxes [are exempt/free].
27But we don’t want to -upset [offend] these tax collectors.
So go to the lake and -fish [throw out your hook]. After you
catch the first fish, open its mouth and you will find a -coin
[shekel; cGreek: stater, worth four drachma, or two payments
of the Temple tax]. Take that coin and give it to the tax col-
lectors for you and me.”

1 At that time the -followers [disciples] came to

Jesus and asked, “Who is greatest in the kingdom
of heaven?”

2Jesus called a little child to him and stood the child be-
fore his -followers [disciples]. 3Then he said, “I tell you the
truth, you must -change [or turn from your sins; convert;
Lturn] and become like little children. Otherwise, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4The greatest person in
the kingdom of heaven [Ltherefore] is the one who makes
himself humble [and becomes] like this [little] child.

5“[LAnd] Whoever -accepts [welcomes; receives]| a child
-in my name [Cas a representative or follower of Jesus] -ac-
cepts [welcomes; receives] me [Cindicates concern for the
lowly; children had low social status]. 6If someone causes
one of these little children who believes in me to -sin [lose
faith; stumble], it would be better for that person to have a
-large stone [large millstone; Lmillstone of a donkey] tied
around the neck and be -drowned [Lthrown] in the [Ldepths
of the] sea. 7-How terrible for [LWoe to] -the people of the
world [Lthe world] because of -the things that cause them to
sin [temptations to sin; Lstumbling blocks]. -Such things will
happen [LIt is necessary for stumbling blocks to come], but
-how terrible for [Lwoe to] the one -who causes them to
happen [Lthrough whom the stumbling block comes]! 8If
your hand or your foot causes you to -sin [lose faith; stum-
ble], cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you -to lose
part of your body and live forever [Lto enter life maimed
or crippled] than to have two hands and two feet and be
thrown into the -fire that burns forever [eternal fire]. 9If
your eye causes you to -sin [lose faith; stumble], -take [tear;
gouge] it out and throw it away. It is better for you to -have
only one eye and live forever [Lenter life one-eyed] than
to have two eyes and be thrown into the -fire of hell
[LGehenna of fire; 5:22].
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10“Be careful [Watch out; or See that you...]. Don’t -think A LOST SHEEP
these little children are worth nothing [Ldespise/look down  (1810-14; Luke 15:3-7)
on one of these little ones]. [LFor] I tell you that they have
angels in heaven who are always -with [in the presence of;
Lsee the face of] my Father in heaven. [11The Son of Man
came to save -lost people [that which was lost].In
12“[tWhat do you think?] If a man has a hundred sheep
but one of the sheep -gets lost [goes astray; wanders off], -he
will [Lwon’t he...?] leave the other ninety-nine on the -hill
[Lhills; mountains] and go to look for the lost sheep. 131 tell
you the truth, if he finds it he -is happier about [rejoices more
over] that one sheep than -about [over] the ninety-nine that
‘were never lost [never went astray/wandered off]. 14In the
same way, your Father in heaven -does not want [is not will-
ing that] any of these little children to -be lost [perish].

15“If your -fellow believer [Lbrother (or sister)] sins WHEN A PERSON
against you,” go and -tell him what he did wrong [Lre- SINS AGAINST YOU
prove/convict/correct him] -in private [Lbetween you and 21%51‘71?‘
uKe 1/:5;

him alone]. If he listens to you, you have -helped that person
to be your brother or sister again [Lgained/won back your
brother (or sister)]. 16But if he refuses to listen, go to him
again and take one or two other people with you. ‘Every
-case [matter; charge] may be proved by [the testimony of;
Lthe mouth of] two or three witnesses’ [Deut. 19:15]. 17If he
refuses to listen to them, tell the church. If he refuses to lis-
ten to the church, then treat him like a -person who does not
believe in God [pagan; Gentile] or like a tax collector.

18“T tell you the truth, -the things [whatever] you -don’t
allow [forbid; Lbind] on earth will be -the things God does
not allow [forbidden/bound in heaven]. And -the things
[whatever] you -allow [permit; Lloose] on earth will be -the
things that God allows [permitted/tloosed in heaven].”

19“.Also [Again], I tell you that if two of you on earth
agree about something -and pray for it [Lfor which you have
asked], it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.
20.This is true because if [LFor where] two or three people
-come [are assembled/gathered] together in my name, I am
there -with them [among them; in their midst].”

John 20:23)

21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, when my AN UNFORGIVING
fellow believer [Lbrother (or sister)] sins against me, how SERVANT
many times -must [should] I forgive him? Should I forgive = (18:21-22 Luke 17:4)
him as many as seven times?”

22Jesus answered, “I tell you, you must forgive him not just
seven times, but -seventy times seven times [or seventy-seven

18:11 The... people. Some Greek copies do not contain the bracketed text.
18:15 against you Some Greek copies do not have “against you."
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times; Cthe Greek can mean either 490 or 77; the point is un-
limited forgiveness]!

23“[LTherefore; For this reason] The kingdom of heaven is
like a king who decided to -collect the money his servants owed
him [Lsettle accounts with his servants/slaves]. 24When the
king began -to collect his money [the settlement/reckoning], a
-servant [slave] who owed him -several million dollars [or bil-
lions of dollars; Lten thousand talents; Ca talent was worth
about six thousand days wages; this is an impossibly high debt]
was brought to him. 25But -the servant [Lhe] did not have
enough money to pay his master. So the master ordered that
-the servant [Lhe] be sold, together with his wife and children
and everything he owned, and the debt paid.

26“But the -servant [slave] fell -on his knees [face down; in
obeisance] and begged, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay
you everything I owe. 27The master felt -sorry [compassion]
for -his servant [that slave], so he let him go free and -forgave
[canceled] the debt.

28%“.Later [LAfter departing], that same -servant [slave]
found -another servant [a fellow servant/slave] who owed
him a -few dollars [hundred denarii]. -The servant [LHe]
grabbed him -around the neck [tand began choking him]
and said, ‘Pay me the money you owe me!’

29“The -other servant [fellow servant/slave] fell on his
knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay
you everything I owe.

30“But -the first servant [Lhe] refused. He threw -the other
servant [him] into prison until he could pay everything he
owed. 3"When -the other servants [his fellow servants/slaves]
saw what had happened, they were very -sorry [upset; dis-
tressed]. So they went and -told [reported to] their master all
that had happened.

32“Then the master called -his servant [Lhim] in and said,
‘You -evil [wicked] -servant [slave]! Because you -begged
[pleaded with] me, I forgave [canceled] all that debt. 33-You
should have [LShouldn’t you have...?] showed mercy to -that
other servant [your fellow servant/slave], just as I showed
mercy to you.’ 34The master was very angry and -put the ser-
vant in prison to be punished [Ldelivered him to the tor-
menters/torturers] until he could pay everything he owed.

35“.This king did what [LSo also] my heavenly Father will
do to you if you do not forgive your brother or sister from
your heart.”

1 After Jesus -said all these things [Lfinished these
words; see 7:28], he left Galilee and went into the
-area [region] of Judea -on the other side of [beyond] the
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Jordan River. 2Large crowds followed him, and he healed
them there.

3Some Pharisees came to Jesus -and tried to trick [to
trap/test] him. They asked, “Is it -right [lawful; Caccording to
the law of Moses] for a man to divorce his wife for any rea-
son he chooses?”

4Jesus answered, “-Surely you have [LHaven’t you...?] read
in the Scriptures: -When God made the world , ‘he [LFrom
the beginning, the Creator] made them male and female’
[Gen. 1:27; 5:2]. 5And God said, ‘So a man will leave his fa-
ther and mother and be -united with [joined to] his wife,
and the two will become -one body [as though they were one
person; Tone flesh; Gen. 2:24].” 6So they are no longer two,
but one. God has joined the two together, so no one should
separate them.”

7The Pharisees asked, “Why then did Moses give a com-
mand for a man to divorce his wife by giving her -divorce
papers [a certificate of divorce/dismissal; Deut. 24:1]2”

8Jesus answered, “Moses -allowed [permitted] you to di-
vorce your wives because -you refused to accept God’s teach-
ing [Lof your hard-heartedness], but -divorce was not
allowed in the beginning [or this was not God’s intention at
creation; Lfrom the beginning it was not like this]. 91 tell you
that anyone who divorces his wife and marries another
woman -is guilty of [commits] adultery.” -The only reason
for a man to divorce his wife is if his wife has sexual rela-
tions with another man [L...except in the case of sexual im-
morality].”

10The -followers [disciples] said to him, “If that is the
-only reason a man can divorce his wife [situation/case be-
tween a husband and wife], it is better not to marry.”

11Jesus answered, “Not everyone can accept this -teaching
[word], but -God has made some able to accept it [or only
those given this gift of celibacy; Lonly to those whom it has
been given]. 12-There are different reasons why some men
cannot marry [LFor...]. Some men were born -without the
ability to become fathers [Las eunuchs]. Others were made
-that way later in life [Leunuchs] by other people [Cmales
would sometimes be castrated as punishment, or to serve in
harems]. And some men have -given up marriage because
[Lmade themselves eunuchs for the sake] of the kingdom of
heaven [Cthrough abstinence, not necessarily castration].
-But the person who can marry should accept this teaching
about marriage [or The person who can accept this teaching
about not marrying should accept it].”

19:9 adultery Some Greek copies continue, “And anyone who marries a di-
vorced woman is guilty of adultery” Compare Matthew 5:32.



Matthew 19:13

JESUS WELCOMES
CHILDREN
(19:13-15;

Mark 10:13-16;

Luke 18:15-17)

A RICH YOUNG
MAN'’S QUESTION
(19:16-30;

Mark 10:17-31;

Luke 18:18-30;
22:28-30)

48

13Then the people brought their little children to Jesus so
he could -put [lay] his hands on them [Can act of blessing]
and pray for them. [LBut] His -followers [disciples] -told
them to stop [scolded/rebuked them], 14but Jesus said, “Let
the little children come to me. Don’t -stop [hinder] them, be-
cause the kingdom of heaven belongs to people who are like
these children [cmeaning humble and dependent].” 15After
Jesus -put [lay] his hands on the children [Ca sign of blessing;
Mark 10:16], he left there.

16[ At that time; LAnd look/Tbehold] A man came to Jesus
and asked, “Teacher, what -good thing [good deed; Lgood]
must I do to have -life forever [eternal life]?”

17Jesus answered, “Why do you ask me about what is
good? Only -God [Lone] is good. But if you want to -have life
forever [have eternal life; Lenter life], -obey [keep] the -com-
mands [commandments].”

18The man asked, “Which commands?”

Jesus answered, ““You must not murder anyone; you must
not -be guilty of [commit] adultery; you must not steal; you
must not -tell lies about your neighbor [testify falsely; Tbear
false witness]; 19honor your father and mother [Ex.
20:12-16; Deut. 5:16-20]; and love your neighbor as you
love yourself [Lev. 19:18].”

20The young man said, “I have -obeyed [kept carefully;
guarded] all these things. What -else do I need to do [Ldo I
still lack]?”

21Jesus answered, “If you want to be -perfect [complete],
then go and sell your possessions and give the money to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come and
follow me.”

22But when the young man heard this, he left -sorrowfully
[grieving], because he -was rich [had many possessions].

23Then Jesus said to his -followers [disciples], “I tell you
the truth, it will be hard for a rich person to enter the king-
dom of heaven. 24-Yes [LAgain], I tell you that it is easier for
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich per-
son to enter the kingdom of God [Cmeaning it is impossible,
by human effort; see v. 26].”

25When Jesus’ -followers [disciples] heard this, they were
-very surprised [astonished] and asked, “Then who can be
saved?”

26Jesus looked at them and said, “-For people [Humanly
speaking,] this is impossible, but for God all things are pos-
sible”

27Peter said to Jesus, “Look, we have left everything and
followed you. So what will we -have [get]?”
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28Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, -when the age to
come has arrived [at the renewal of the world; Lin the regen-
eration], the Son of Man [Dan. 7:13—14] will sit on his -great
[glorious] throne. All of you who followed me will also sit
on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29And
all those who have left houses, brothers, sisters, father,
mother,” children, or -farms [fields] -to follow me [Lfor my
name’s sake] will -get much more than they left [Lreceive a
hundred times as much], and they will -have life forever [Lin-
herit eternal life]. 30[LBut] Many who are first now will be
last in the future. And many who are last now will be first in
the future.

20“ [LFor] The kingdom of heaven is like a -person
who owned some land [landowner; householder].
One morning, he went out very early to hire some people to
work in his vineyard. 2The man agreed to pay the workers
-one coin [La denarius; Ctypical pay for a day laborer] for
working that day. Then he sent them into the vineyard to
work. 3About -nine o’clock [Lthe third hour] the man went to
the marketplace and saw some other people standing there,
doing nothing. 4So he said to them, ‘If you go and work in
my vineyard, I will pay you -what your work is worth [Lwhat-
ever is right]. 5So they went to work in the vineyard. The
man went out again about -twelve o’clock and three o’clock
[Lthe sixth and ninth hour] and did the same thing. 6About
-five o’clock [Lthe eleventh hour] the man went to the mar-
ketplace again and saw others standing there. He asked them,
‘Why did you stand here all day doing nothing?’ 7They an-
swered, ‘No one -gave us a job [hired us]. The man said to
them, ‘Then you can go and work in my vineyard.

8“. At the end of the day [When evening came], the owner
of the vineyard said to the ‘boss of all the workers [foreman;
supervisor; steward], ‘Call the workers and pay them [Ltheir
wage]. Start with the last people I hired and end with those I
hired first’

9“When the workers who were hired at -five o’clock [Lthe
eleventh hour] came to get their pay, each received -one coin
[La denarius; v. 2]. T0When the workers who were hired first
came to get their pay, they ‘thought [expected; assumed]
they would be paid more than the others. But each one of
them also received -one coin [La denarius]. 1"When they got
their coin, they -complained to [grumbled at; protested to]
the -man who owned the land [landowner; householder].
12They said, ‘Those people were hired last and worked only
one hour. But you -paid them the same as you paid [Lmade
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them equal to] us who -worked hard all day in the hot sun
[Lbore the burden and heat of the day]. 13But the man who
owned the vineyard said to one of those workers, ‘Friend, I
am -being fair [Lnot being unfair] to you. -You agreed [Did
you not agree...?] to work for -one coin [La denarius; v. 2].
14So take -your pay [Lwhat is yours] and go. I -want [choose]
to give the man who was hired last the same pay that I gave
you. 15:I can [LDon’t I have the right to...?] do what I want
with -my own money [Lwhat is mine]. Are you jealous be-
cause I am -good to those people [generous; Lgood]?’

16“So those who are last now will someday be first, and
those who are first now will someday be last.”

17While Jesus was going [Lup] to Jerusalem [Ctravelers go
“up” to Jerusalem because it is built on a hill and because it is
God’s holy city], he took his twelve followers aside privately
and [as they walked; Lon the way] said to them, 18“Look, we
are going [Lup] to Jerusalem. The Son of Man will be -turned
over [betrayed; delivered over; see 17:22] to the -leading
[Tchief] priests and the -teachers of the law [scribes], and
they will -say that he must die [condemn him to death].
19They will turn the Son of Man over to the Gentiles [Cthe
Roman authorities] to -laugh at [mock] him and -beat him
with whips [scourge/flog him] and crucify him. But on the
third day, he will be raised to life again.”

20Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee [CJames and
John] came to Jesus with her sons. She -bowed [knelt] before
him and asked -him to do something for her [a favor of him].

21Jesus asked, “What do you want?”

She said, “-Promise [Grant; Declare; LSay] that one of my
sons will sit at your right -side [hand] and the other will sit
at your left side in your kingdom [Cthe positions of highest
authority beside the king].”

22But Jesus said, “You don’t understand what you are ask-
ing. -Can you [Are you able to] drink the cup [Csymbolizing
suffering, and perhaps God’s judgment experienced by Jesus
on the cross; Jer. 25:15-29] that I am about to drink?”

The sons answered, “Yes, we -can [are able].”

23Jesus said to them, “You will drink from my cup. But -1
cannot choose [it is not for me to grant/say] who will sit at
my right or my left; those places belong to those for whom
my Father has prepared them.”

24When the other ten -followers [disciples] heard this,
they were -angry [indignant] with the two brothers.

25]Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the
rulers of the -Gentiles [nations] love to -show their power
[lord it] over the people. And their -important leaders [high
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officials; Lgreat ones] love to -use [exert] their authority
[Lover them]. 26But it -should not be [must not be; is not to
be] that way among you. [Instead, LBut] Whoever wants to
become great among you must -serve the rest of you like a
servant [Lbe your servant]. 27Whoever wants to become first
among you must -serve all of you like a slave [Lbe slave of
all]. 28In the same way, the Son of Man did not come to be
served. He came to serve others and to give his life as a ran-

»

som for many people [Is. 53:12; John 11:49-50].

29When ‘Jesus and his followers [Lthey]| were leaving Jeri-
cho, a -great many people [large crowd] followed him.
30[LtAnd look/Tbehold] Two blind men sitting by the road
heard that Jesus was going by, so they shouted, “Lord, Son of
David [ca title for the Messiah, a descendant of King David; 2
Sam. 7:11-16], -have mercy [take pity] on us!”

31The people -warned [rebuked; scolded] the blind men to
be quiet, but they shouted even more, “Lord, Son of David,
-have mercy [take pity] on us!”

32Jesus stopped and said to the blind men, “What do you
want me to do for you?”

33They answered, “Lord, -we want to see [Llet our eyes be
opened].”

34Jesus felt -sorry [compassion] for the blind men and
touched their eyes, and at once they could see. Then they

followed Jesus.
2 As Jesus and his -followers [disciples] -were com-
ing closer to [approached] Jerusalem, they
-stopped at [Lcame to] Bethphage -at [or on] the Mount of
Olives. From there Jesus sent two of his -followers [disciples]
2and said to them, “Go to the town -you can see there [ahead
of you; or opposite you]. When you enter it, you will -quickly
[immediately] find a donkey tied there with its colt. Untie
them and bring them to me. 3If anyone asks you -why you
are taking the donkeys [Lanything], say that -the Master [the
Lord; or its Owner] needs them, and -he will send them at
once [or the Lord will return it soon; see Mark 11:3].”
4This was to -bring about [fulfill] what -the prophet had
said [Lhad been spoken through the prophet]:
5“Tell -the people of Jerusalem [Lthe daughter of Zion; ca
metaphor for Israel],
‘[tLook; TBehold,] Your king is coming to you.
He is -gentle [humble] and -riding [mounted] on a
donkey,
on the colt of a donkey [Is. 62:11; Zech. 9:9].”
6[So] The -followers [disciples] went and did what Jesus
-told them to do [instructed; commanded]. 7They brought
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the donkey and the colt to Jesus and laid their -coats [cloaks]
on them, -and Jesus sat on them. 8-Many people [A very
large crowd; or Most of the crowd] spread their coats on the
road. Others cut branches from the trees and spread them
on the road. 9The -people [crowds] were walking ahead of
Jesus and -behind [following] him, shouting,

“.Praise [LHosanna! Ca Hebrew word originally used in
praying for help, but by this time a joyful shout of
praise to God] to the Son of David [Ca title for the
Messiah]!

God bless [Blessed is] the One who comes in the name of
the Lord [Ps. 118:26]!

-Praise to God in heaven [LHosanna in the highest; Ceither
“in highest heaven” or “to the Most High God”]!”

10When Jesus entered Jerusalem, all the city was -filled
with excitement [stirred up; in an uproar]. The people asked,
“Who is this man?”

11The crowd said, “This man is Jesus, the prophet from
the town of Nazareth in Galilee.”

12Jesus went into the -Temple [temple complex; Cthe large
temple area, not the inner building where only the priests
could go] and -threw [drove] out all the people who were
buying and selling there. He turned over the tables of -those
who were exchanging different kinds of money [Lthe money-
changers], and he upset the benches of those who were sell-
ing doves [or pigeons; Cmoneychangers provided particular
coins needed for the temple tax; doves or pigeons were sold
for sacrifices; Lev. 5:7]. 13Jesus said to -all the people there
[Lthem], “It is written in the Scriptures, ‘My -Temple
[LHouse] will be called a house for prayer [Is. 56:7]. But you
are -changing [making] it into a -hideout for robbers [Tden
of thieves; Jer. 7:11].”

14The blind and -crippled people [lame] came to Jesus in
the Temple [courts; v. 12], and he healed them. 15[LBut
when] The -leading [Tchief] priests and the -teachers of the
law [scribes] saw that Jesus was doing wonderful things and
that the children were praising him in the Temple [courts; v.
12], saying, “-Praise [LHosanna; v. 9] to the Son of David [ca
title for the Messiah; v. 9].” All these things made the priests
and the -teachers of the law [scribes] -very angry
[indignant].

16They asked Jesus, “Do you hear the things these chil-
dren are saying?”

Jesus answered, “Yes. Haven’t you read in the Scriptures,
“You have taught children and babies to sing praises’
[LFrom the mouths of infants and nursing babes you have
prepared/created praise’; Ps. 8:2 LXX]?”
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17Then Jesus left and went out of the city to Bethany,
where he spent the night.

18Early the next morning, as Jesus was going back to the
city, he became hungry. 19Seeing a fig tree beside the road,
Jesus went to it, but -there were no figs [Lhe found nothing]
on the tree, only leaves [Is. 5:1-7]. So Jesus said to the tree,
“You will [May you] never again have fruit.” The tree imme-
diately -dried up [withered].

20When his -followers [disciples] saw this, they were
amazed. They asked, “How did the fig tree -dry up [wither]
-so quickly [immediately]?”

21Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, if you have faith
and do not doubt, you will be able to do what I did to this
tree and even more. You will be able to say to this mountain,
“Go, fall [LBe lifted up and thrown] into the sea’ And if you
have faith, it will -happen [be done]. 22If you -believe [have
faith], you will get anything you ask for in prayer.”

23]Jesus went to the Temple [courts], and while he was
teaching there, the leading [Tchief] priests and the elders of
the people came to him. They said, “What authority do you
have to do these things? [LAnd] Who gave you this authority?”

24Jesus answered, “I also will ask you a question. If you
answer me, then I will tell you what authority I have to do
these things. 25Tell me: When John baptized people, did that
come from -God [theaven; Ca reverential Jewish way of refer-
ring to God] or just from -other people [human beings]?”

They argued about Jesus’ question, saying, “If we answer,
‘John’s baptism was from -God [Lheaven], Jesus will say,
‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘It was
from -people [human beings], we are afraid of what the
crowd will do because they all -believe [think; hold] that
John was a prophet.”

2780 they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”

Jesus said to them, “Then I won’t tell you what authority I
have to do these things.

28“Tell me what you think about this: A man had two
sons. He went to the -first [elder] son and said, ‘Son, go and
work today in -my [the] vineyard. 29The son answered, ‘I
will not go. But later the son -changed his mind [regret-
ted/thought better of it] and went. 30Then the father went to
the other son and said, -‘Son, go and work today in my vine-
yard’ [Lthe same thing]. The son answered, ‘Yes, sir, I will,
but he did not go. 3'Which of the two sons -obeyed [Ldid the
will of] his father?”
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‘The priests and leaders [LThey] answered, “The first son.”

Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, the tax collectors
and the prostitutes -will enter [are going into] the kingdom
of God -before you do [ahead of you]. 32[LFor] John came to
show you the -right way to live [the way/path of righteous-
ness]. You did not believe him, but the tax collectors and
prostitutes believed him. Even after seeing this, you still re-
fused to -change your ways [change your mind; repent] and
believe him.

33“Listen to -this story [another parable]: There was a
-man who owned [landowner who planted] a vineyard. He
put a wall around it and dug a -hole [vat; pit] for a winepress
and built a tower [Cto protect against thieves; see Is. 5:1-7 for
the background to this parable]. Then he leased the land to
some [Ctenant] farmers and left for a trip [Cthe owner repre-
sents God, the farmers are Israel’s religious leaders]. 34When
it was time for the grapes to be picked, he sent his -servants
[slaves] to the farmers to get his share of the grapes. 35But
the farmers grabbed the -servants [slaves], beat one, killed
another, and then -killed a third servant with stones [Lstoned
a third]. 36So the man sent some other -servants [slaves] to
the farmers, even more than he sent the first time. But the
farmers did the same thing to them that they had done be-
fore [Cthe servants represent the prophets God sent to Israel].
37.So [LFinally; Last of all] the man sent his son to the farm-
ers [Cthe son represents Jesus]. He said, “They will respect my
son. 38But when the farmers saw the son, they said to each
other, ‘This son will inherit the vineyard. Let’s kill him, and
we will get his inheritance!” 39Then the farmers grabbed the
son, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40So
what will the -owner [lord] of the vineyard do to these farm-
ers when he comes?”

41.The priests and leaders [LThey] said, “He will -surely
kill those evil men [bring those wretches/evil men to a
wretched/evil end]. Then he will lease the vineyard to some
other farmers who will give him his share of the crop at har-
vest time [Creferring to the sinners who were responding to
Jesus’ call for repentance, and eventually to the Gentiles who
would be saved].”

42Jesus said to them, “-Surely you have read [LHaven’t you
ever read...?] this in the Scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected
became the cornerstone [capstone; keystone; Lhead of the
corner; Cthe meaning is uncertain, but clearly refers to
the most important stone in the building; Jesus is the
rejected stone].
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The Lord did this,
and it is -wonderful [amazing; marvelous] -to us [for us
to see; Lin our eyes; Ps. 118:22-23].

43“.So [For this reason; Therefore] I tell you that the king-
dom of God will be taken away from you and given to -peo-
ple [a nation] who -do the things God wants in his kingdom
[twill produce its fruit]. 44The person who -falls on [stum-
bles over] this stone will be -broken [shattered], and on
whomever that stone falls, that person will be crushed.”»

45When the -leading [Tchief] priests and the Pharisees
heard these -stories [parables], they knew Jesus was talking
about them. 46They -wanted [were seeking/trying] to arrest
him, but they were afraid of the -people [crowds], because
the people believed that Jesus was a prophet.

2 Jesus again used -stories [parables] to teach them.

He said, 2“The kingdom of heaven is like a king
who prepared a wedding -feast [banquet] for his son. 3When
the -feast [banquet] was ready, the king sent his servants to
‘tell [inform; call] the people who had been invited, but they
refused to come.

4“Then the king sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those
who have been invited that my -feast [banquet] is ready. I
have killed my best -bulls [or oxen] and [Lfattened] calves for
the dinner, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding
-feast [banquet].

5“But the people ‘refused to listen [paid no attention] to
the servants and ‘left to do other things [went their own way].
One went to -work in his field [his field/farm], and another
went to his business. 6:Some of the other people [or The rest]
grabbed the servants, -beat [mistreated; insulted] them, and
killed them. 7The king was furious and sent his army to -kill
[destroy] the murderers and burn their city [Cprobably an al-
lusion to the destruction of Jerusalam in AD 70].

8“After that, the king said to his servants, “The wedding
-feast [banquet] is ready. I invited those people, but they
were not worthy [do not deserve] to come. 9So go to the
-street corners [crossroads; or main roads] and invite every-
one you find to come to my -feast [banquet]. 10So the ser-
vants went into the streets and gathered all the people they
could find, both good and -bad [evil]. And the wedding hall
was filled with guests.

11“[LBut] When the king came in to see the guests, he saw
a man who was not dressed -for a wedding [in wedding
clothes]. 12The king said, ‘Friend, how were you allowed to
come in here? You are not dressed for a wedding But the
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man -said nothing [was speechless/silent]. 13So the king told
some servants, ‘Tie this man’s hands and feet. Throw him
out into the -darkness [darkness outside; or outermost dark-
ness], where -people will cry and grind their teeth with pain
[Lthere will be weeping and gnashing of teeth; Csymbols of
agony and torment].

14“.Yes [LFor], many are -invited [called], but only a few
are chosen.”

15Then the Pharisees left that place and -made plans
[plotted] to -trap [catch] Jesus in -saying something wrong
[his words]. 16They sent some of their own -followers [disci-
ples] and some people from the group called Herodians [ca
political group that supported king Herod and his family].
They said, “Teacher, we know that you are -an honest man
[true; sincere] and that you teach -the truth [with sincer-
ity/honesty] about God’s way. You are not -afraid of [Lcon-
cerned about] what other people think about you, because
you -pay no attention to who they are [play no favorites; are
impartial; aren’t swayed by appearances]. 17So tell us what
you think. Is it -right [permissible; lawful] to pay taxes to
Caesar or not?” [CSaying “yes” would anger Jews who hated
Roman rule; saying “no” could result in being charged with
insurrection. |

18But knowing -that these leaders were trying to trick him
[their evil/malicious motives], Jesus said, “You hypocrites!
Why are you -trying to trap [testing] me? 19Show me a coin
used for paying the tax.” So the men -showed him a coin
[Lbrought him a denarius; ca Roman coin worth a day’s
wages]. 20Then Jesus asked, “Whose -image [likeness; por-
trait] and -name [inscription] are on the coin?”

21The men answered, “Caesar’s.” [CIronically, the religious
leaders were carrying coins bearing the idolatrous image of
Caesar. |

Then Jesus said to them, “-Give [TRender] to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s, and give to God the things that are
God’s.”

22When the men heard what Jesus said, they were amazed
and left him and went away.

23That same day some Sadducees came to Jesus and asked
him a question. (Sadducees believed that people would not
rise from the dead.) 24They said, “Teacher, Moses said if a
married man dies without having children, his brother must
marry the widow and -have children [Lraise up off-
spring/seed] for him [Deut. 25:5]. 250nce there were seven
brothers among us. The first one married and died. Since he
had no -children [offspring], his brother married the widow.
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26Then the second brother also died. The same thing hap-
pened to the third brother -and all the other brothers
[Ldown to the seventh]. 27Finally, the woman died. 28Since
all seven men had married her, -when people rise from the
dead [Lat the resurrection], whose wife will she be?”

29Jesus answered, “You -don’t understand [are mis-
taken/deceived], because you don’t know what the Scriptures
say, and you don’t know about the power of God. 30[LFor]
‘When people rise from the dead [LAt the resurrection], they
will not marry, nor will they be given to someone to marry.
They will be like the angels in heaven. 31-Surely you have
read [LHave you not read...?] what God said to you -about
rising [concerning the resurrection] from the dead. 32God
said, ‘T am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob [Ex. 3:6; cGod is still the God of the patriarchs,
so they must have a continued existence after death]. God is
the God of the living, not the dead.”

33When the people heard this, they were -amazed [as-
tounded] at Jesus’ teaching.

34When the Pharisees learned that -the Sadducees could
not argue with Jesus’ answers to them [LJesus had silenced
the Sadducees], the Pharisees met together. 350ne Pharisee,
who was an expert on the law of Moses, asked Jesus this
question to -test [trap] him: 36“Teacher, which command in
the law is the -most important [greatest]?”

37Jesus answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your
heart, all your soul, and all your mind [Deut. 6:5]. 38This is
the first and ‘most important [greatest] command. 39And
the second command is like the first: ‘Love your neighbor as
you love yourself [Lev. 19:18]. 40All the law and the -writ-
ings of the prophets [Lprophets] -depend [are based; Lhang]
on these two commands.”

4TWhile the Pharisees were together, Jesus asked them,
42“What do you think about the -Christ [Messiah]? Whose
-son [descendant] is he?”
They answered, “The Son of David [see 2 Sam. 7:12].”
43Then Jesus said to them, “Then why did David call him
‘Lord’? David, speaking -by the power of the Holy Spirit
[Lin/by the Spirit], said,
44‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit by me at my right -side [Lhand; Cthe place of greatest
honor beside the king],
until I put your enemies -under your control [Lbeneath
your feet; Cmeaning defeated or made subject to your
authority; Ps. 110:1].”
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45David calls -the Christ [the Messiah; thim] ‘Lord, so how
can -the Christ [the Messiah; Lhe] be his son?”

46.None of the Pharisees [LNo one] could answer -Jesus’
question [a word], and after that day no one -was brave
enough [dared] to ask him any more questions.

2 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his -followers

[disciples], 2“The -teachers of the law [scribes]
and the Pharisees -have the authority to interpret what the
law of Moses says [Lsit in Moses’ seat/chair]. 3So you should
-obey [do; practice] and -follow [keep; observe] whatever they
tell you, but -their lives are not good examples for you to fol-
low [Ldo not follow their actions]. -They tell you to do things,
but they themselves don’t do them [LFor they say but do not
do]. 4They -make strict rules [Ltie up heavy loads/burdens
that are hard to carry] and -try to force people to obey them
[Lput them on people’s shoulders], but they are unwilling to
-help those who struggle under the weight of their rules [lift a
finger to move them; Lmove them with their finger].

5“They do good things so that other people will see them.
They enlarge -the little boxes holding Scriptures that they
wear [Ltheir phylacteries; Cleather cases worn on the left arm
and forehead to literally fulfill Deut. 6:8; 11:18], and they
-make their special prayer clothes very long [Llengthen their
tassels; CJewish males were to wear tassels on the four corners
of their garment; Num. 15:38; Deut. 22:12]. 6Those Phar-
isees and teachers of the law love to have the ‘most impor-
tant seats [places of greatest honor] at -feasts [banquets] and
[Lthe best seats] in the synagogues. 7They love people to
greet them with respect in the marketplaces, and they love to
have people call them -“Teacher [LRabbi].

8“But you must not be called “Teacher [Rabbi], because
you have only one Teacher, and you are all brothers and sis-
ters together. 9And don’t call any person on earth ‘Father,
because you have one Father, who is in heaven. 10And you
should not be called -Master [Leader; Teacher; Instructor]’
because you have only one -Master [Leader; Teacher; Instruc-
tor], the -Christ [Messiah]. 11-Whoever is your servant is the
greatest among you [LThe greatest among you will be your
servant]. 12Whoever ‘makes himself great [lifts up/exalts
himself] will be made humble. Whoever makes himself
humble will be ‘made great [exalted; lifted up].

13“.How terrible for [LWoe to] you, -teachers of the law
[scribes] and Pharisees! You are hypocrites! [LBecause] You
-close [shut; lock] the door for people to enter the kingdom
of heaven. You yourselves don’t enter, and you -stop [don’t
allow] others who are trying to enter. |14-How terrible for



59 Matthew 23:25

[LWoe to] you, -teachers of the law [scribes] and Pharisees.
You are hypocrites. You ‘take away [Ldevour] widows’
houses, and you say long prayers -so that people will notice
you [as a pretense]. So you will have a worse -punishment
[condemnation].In

15“.How terrible for [LWoe to] you, -teachers of the law
[scribes] and Pharisees! You are hypocrites! You travel across
land and sea to -find one person who will change to your
ways [Lmake one convert/proseltye]. When you -find that
person [make that convert], you make him -more fit for hell
than [Ltwice the son of hell/Gehenna that; 5:22] you are.

16“.How terrible for [LWoe to] you! -You guide the people,
but you are blind [LBlind guides!]. You say, ‘If people -swear
[make an oath/vow] by the Temple when they make a prom-
ise, that means nothing. But if they swear by the gold that is
in the Temple, they -must keep that promise [are obli-
gated/bound]. 17You are blind fools! Which is greater: the
gold or the Temple that makes that gold -holy [sacred; sancti-
fied]? 18And you say, ‘If people -swear [make an oath/vow] by
the altar when they make a promise, that means nothing. But
if they -swear [make an oath/vow] by the -gift [offering] on the
altar, they -must keep that promise [are obligated/bound]’
19You are blind! Which is greater: the -gift [offering] or the
altar that makes the gift -holy [sacred; sanctified]? 20[LSo;
Therefore] The person who swears by the altar is really swear-
ing by the altar and also everything on the altar. 21And the
person who swears by the Temple is really swearing by the
Temple and the One who -lives [dwells] in the Temple. 22The
person who swears by heaven is also swearing by God’s throne
and the One who sits on that throne.

23“.How terrible for [LWoe to] you, -teachers of the law
[scribes] and Pharisees! You are hypocrites! You -give to God
one-tenth of [pay tithe on] everything you have—even your
mint, dill, and cumin. But you -don’t obey [ignore; neglect]
the really important teachings [Lweightier matters] of the
law—justice, mercy, and -being loyal [faith; faithfulness].
These are the things you should do, -as well as [without ne-
glecting] those other things. 24-You guide the people, but
you are blind! [LBlind guides!] You -are like a person who
picks a fly out of a drink and then swallows a camel [Lstrain
out a gnat, but swallow a camel; cworrying about the smallest
mistakes while committing the biggest sins]!

25“.How terrible for [LWoe to] you, -teachers of the law
[scribes] and Pharisees! You are hypocrites! You -wash
[clean] the outside of your cups and dishes [Cfor ceremonial

23:14 How ... punishment. Some Greek copies do not contain the bracketed
text.
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purity], but inside they are full of -things you got by cheat-
ing others and by pleasing only yourselves [Lgreed/robbery
and self-indulgence]. 26Pharisees, you are blind! First make
the inside of the cup” clean, and then the outside -can be
truly [or will also be] clean.

27“.How terrible for [LWoe to] you, -teachers of the law
[scribes] and Pharisees! You are hypocrites! You are like
-tombs that are painted white [whitewashed tombs]. Out-
side, those tombs -look fine [appear beautiful], but inside,
they are full of the bones of dead people and all kinds of
-unclean things [filth; corruption; impurity]. 28It is the same
with you. -People look at you and think you are good [or On
the outside you look like righteous people], but on the inside
you are full of hypocrisy and -evil [lawlessness].

29“.How terrible for [LWoe to] you, -teachers of the law
[scribes] and Pharisees! You are hypocrites! You build tombs
for the prophets, and you -show honor to [decorate; adorn]
the graves of -those who lived good lives [Lthe righteous].
30You say, ‘If we had lived during the time of our ancestors,
we would not have -helped them kill [Lbeen partners in the
blood of] the prophets.” 31But you -give proof [Ltestify
against yourselves] that you are -descendants [sons; children]
of those who murdered the prophets. 32-And you will com-
plete the sin that your ancestors started [or Go ahead and
finish what your fathers started!; LFill up the measure of
your fathers].

33“You -are snakes [serpents]! A -family of poisonous
snakes [Tbrood/offspring of vipers]! How are you going to
escape ‘God’s judgment [the sentence/judgment/damnation
of hell/Gehenna; 5:22]? 34-So I tell you this [For this reason]:
I am sending to you prophets and wise men and -teachers
[scribes; experts in the law]. Some of them you will kill and
crucify. Some of them you will -beat [scourge; flog] in your
synagogues and -chase [hunt; persecute] from town to town.
35S0 -you will be guilty for [Lupon you will come] -the death
of all the good people who have been killed on earth [tall the
righteous blood shed on the earth]—from the -murder
[Lblood] of that -good [righteous] man Abel to the murder
of Zechariah son of Berakiah, whom you murdered between
the -Temple [sanctuary] and the altar [Cin the book order of
the Hebrew Old Testament, Abel (Gen. 4:8) and Zechariah (2
Chr. 24:21) were the first and last men to be murdered]. 361
tell you the truth, all of these things will happen to -you peo-
ple who are living now [Lthis generation].

23:26 cup Some Greek copies add “and dish!
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37“Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You kill the prophets and stone  JESUS GRIEVES FOR
to death those who are sent to you. -Many times [How often] JERUSALEM
I wanted to gather your -people [Lchildren] as a hen gathers 22111371’33394_35)
her chicks under her wings, but you -did not let me '
[refused].38-Now [LLook; TBehold] your house -will be [Lis]
left -completely empty [abandoned; deserted; desolate; Jer.
22:5]. 39[LFor] I tell you, you will not see me again until that
time when you will say, ““God bless [LBlessed is] the One who
comes in the name of the Lord [Ps. 118:26].”

2 As Jesus left the Temple [courts] and was walking THE TEMPLE WILL
away, his -followers [disciples] came up to -show  BE DESTROYED
[point out to] him the Temple’s buildings. 2Jesus asked, “Do ;\ii:r]k_f;—ﬂ-
you see all these buildings? I tell you the truth, not one stone | . 51:5-33)
will be left on another. Every stone will be -thrown [pulled;
torn] down.”
3Later, as Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, his -fol-
lowers [disciples] came to be alone with him. They said, “Tell
us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign
-that it is time for you to come again [of your coming/return]
and -for this age to end [the end/consummation of the age]?”
4Jesus answered, “-Be careful [Watch out] that no one
-fools [misleads; deceives] you. >Many will come in my
name, saying, ‘I am the -Christ [Messiah], and they will -fool
[mislead; deceive] many people. 6You will hear about wars
and -stories of wars that are coming [rumors/reports of
wars], but don’t be -afraid [alarmed]. These things must
happen -before the end comes [or but that is not yet the
end]. 7Nations will -fight [Lrise up] against other nations,
and kingdoms against other kingdoms. There will be -times
when there is no food for people to eat [famines], and there
will be earthquakes in -different [various] places. 8All these
things are -like the first pains when something new is about
to be born [Lthe beginning of the birth pains].
9“Then people will arrest you, hand you over to be -hurt
[persecuted; tortured], and kill you. -They [The world; LAll
nations] will hate you because -you believe in me [you follow
me; Lof my name]. 10At that time, many will -lose their faith
[turn/fall away], and they will -turn against [betray] each
other and hate each other. 1"Many false prophets will -come
[appear; arise] and -cause many people to believe lies [de-
ceive many]. 12There will be more and more -evil [sin; law-
lessness] in the world, so -most people will stop showing
their love for each other [Lthe love of many/most will grow
cold]. 13But those people who -keep their faith [endure;
stand firm; persevere] until the end will be saved. 14-The
Good News [This Gospel] about God’s kingdom will be
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preached in all the world, [Las a testimony] to every nation.
Then the end will come.

15“You will see “-a blasphemous object that brings de-
struction [Tthe abomination of desolation; Ca phrase taken
from Dan. 9:27; 11:31; 12:11, and originally referring to the
desecration of the Temple by Antiochus Epiphanes in 168
BC], which Daniel the prophet spoke about. ‘It [ or He] will
be standing in the holy place.” (You who read this should
understand what it means [Cprobably a reference to the
soon-to-occur destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70].) 16“At
that time, the people in Judea should ‘run away [flee] to the
mountains. 17If people are on the roofs of their houses
[Croofs in Palestine were flat and used as spare rooms and for
storage], they must not go down to get anything out of their
houses. 18If people are in the fields, they must not go back
to get their -coats [cloaks]. 19At that time, -how terrible it
will be for [Lwoe to] women who are pregnant or have nurs-
ing babies! 20Pray that it will not be -winter [bad weather] or
a Sabbath day when these things happen and you have to
run away, 21because at that time there will be much -trouble
[distress; Ttribulation]. There will be more ‘trouble [distress;
Ttribulation]. than there has ever been since the beginning of
the world until now, and nothing as bad will ever happen
again [Dan. 12:1]. 22.God has decided to make that terrible
time short [LIf those days had not been shortened (by God)...;
Cthe passive verb implies God as subject]. Otherwise, no one
would -go on living [survive; Lbe saved]. But God will make
that time short -to help the people he has chosen [for the sake
of the elect]. 23At that time, someone might say to you, ‘Look,
there is the Christ [Messiah]!” Or another person might say,
“There he is!”” But don’t believe them. 24False -Christs [messi-
ahs] and false prophets will -come [appear; rise up] and per-
form great -wonders [signs; miracles] and ‘miracles [wonders;
marvels]. They will try to -fool [mislead; deceive] even the
-people God has chosen [elect], if that is possible. 25Now I
have warned you about this before it happens.

26If people tell you, ‘[LLook,] -the Christ [Lhe] is in the
-desert [wilderness], don’t go there. If they say, [LLook,] he
is -in the inner room [or hiding here; in this secret place];
don’t believe it. 27When the Son of Man comes [Dan.
7:13-14], he will be like lightning flashing from the east to
the west [Che will be seen by everyone]. 28Wherever the
-dead body [carcass] is, there the vultures will gather.

29“Soon after the -trouble [tribulation; distress] of those
days,

‘the sun will grow dark,
and the moon will not give its light.
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The stars will fall from -the sky [heaven].
And the -powers of the heavens [celestial bodies] will be
shaken [Is. 13:10; 34:4; cf. Ezek. 32:7-8; Joel 2:10, 31].

30“At that time, the sign of the Son of Man will appear in
‘the sky [or heaven]. Then all the -peoples [tribes] of the
world will -cry [mourn]. They will see the Son of Man com-
ing on -clouds in the sky [or the clouds of heaven] with great
power and glory. 31He will use a loud trumpet to send his
angels, and they will gather his -chosen people [elect] -from
every part of the world [Lfrom the four winds, from one end
of the sky/heavens to another].

32“Learn a -lesson [parable; analogy] from the fig tree:
When its branches -become green and soft [become tender;
sprout] and new leaves appear, you know summer is near.
33In the same way, when you see all these things happening,
you will know that -the time [or he] is near, -ready to come
[right at the door]. 341 tell you the truth, all these things will
happen -while the people of this time are still living [before
this generation passes away; Ceither the generation that sees
the destruction of Jerusalem (AD 70), or a future generation
of the end times]. 35 -Earth and sky will be destroyed
[THeaven and earth will pass away], but the words I have said
will never -be destroyed [pass away].

36“No one knows when that day or -time [hour] will be, WHEN WILL JESUS
not the angels in heaven, not even the Son.” Only the Father ~COME AGAIN?

knows. 37When the Son of Man comes [Dan. 7:13—-14], it (24:36-44;
will be like what happened during Noah’s time. 38 [LFor] In /LVL‘L': 11 233392_53

those days before the flood, people were eating and drink- 17:26-36)
ing, marrying and giving their children to be married, until
the day Noah entered the boat. 39They -knew [understood]
nothing about what was happening until the flood came and
-destroyed them [Ltook/swept them all away]. It will be the
same when the Son of Man comes. 40Two men will be in the
field. One will be taken, and the other will be left. 41Two
women will be grinding grain with a -mill [handmill; ctwo
large, round, flat rocks used for grinding grain to make
flour]. One will be taken, and the other will be left.

42“So -always be ready [stay alert; keep watching], because
you don’t know the day your Lord will come. 43-Remember
[Know] this: If the owner of the house knew what time of
night a thief was coming, the owner would -watch [have
stayed alert; kept watching] and not let -the thief break in
[Lhis house be broken into]. 44So you also must be ready, be-
cause the Son of Man will come at a -time [hour] you don’t
expect him.

24:36 not even the Son Some Greek copies do not have this phrase.
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45“Who is the -loyal [faithful; trusted] and -wise [sensible]
-servant [slave] that the master -trusts [Lputs in charge of his
household] to give -the other servants [Lthem] their food at
the right time? 46That servant will be -blessed [happy; or re-
warded] when the master comes and finds him doing his
work. 471 tell you the truth, the master will -choose that ser-
vant to take care [put him in charge] of everything he owns.
48But suppose that evil servant thinks to himself, ‘My mas-
ter -will not come back soon [will be away for a long time; is
delayed], 49and he begins to beat the other servants and eat
and -get drunk with others like him [drink with drunkards]?
50The master [Lof that servant/slave] will come [Lon a day]
when that servant is not ready and [Lat an hour when he] is
not expecting him. 51Then the master will cut him in pieces
and -send him away to be [Lassign/appoint him a place] with
the hypocrites, where -people will cry and grind their teeth
with pain [Tthere will be weeping and gnashing of teeth;
Cindicating agony and remorse].

2 5 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like

ten -bridesmaids [Lvirgins] who took their lamps
and went to -wait for [meet] the bridegroom. 2Five of them
were foolish and five were -wise [sensible; prudent]. 3The five
foolish -bridesmaids [Lvirgins] took their lamps, but they did
not take more oil for the lamps to burn. 4The -wise [sensible;
prudent] -bridesmaids [Lvirgins] took their lamps and more
oil in jars [flasks]. SBecause the bridegroom was ‘late [de-
layed], they became -sleepy [drowsy] and went to sleep.

6“At midnight someone cried out, “The bridegroom is
coming [LLook, the bridegroom]! Come and meet him!’
7Then all the -bridesmaids [Lvirgins] woke up and -got their
lamps ready [trimmed their lamps]. 8But the foolish ones
said to the -wise [sensible; prudent], ‘Give us some of your
oil, because our lamps are going out.’ 9The -wise [sensible;
prudent] bridesmaids answered, ‘No, the oil we have might
not be enough -for all of us [Lfor us and for you]. Go to the
people who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.

10“So while -the five foolish bridesmaids [Lthey] went to
buy oil, the bridegroom came. The bridesmaids who were
ready went in with the bridegroom to the wedding feast.
Then the door was -closed and locked [Lshut].

11“Later the others came back and said, *-Sir, sir, [Lord,
lord] open the door to let us in.” 12But the bridegroom an-
swered, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.

13“So -always be ready [stay awake; be alert; keep watch],
because you don’t know the day or the hour [Cthe Son of
Man will come].
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14“.The kingdom of heaven [LIt] is like a man who was A STORY ABOUT
going -to another place for a visit [on a journey/trip]. Before THREE SERVANTS
he left, he called for his servants and -told them to take care (2514730
of his things while he was gone [Lentrusted his posses- /L\Z(Lrek j;jfim
sions/wealth to them]. 15He gave one servant five -bags of
gold [Ltalents; Ca talent was worth about 6,000 denarii, or
twenty years’ wages for a laborer], another servant two -bags
of gold [ltalents], and a third servant one -bag of gold [Ltal-
ent], to each one -as much as he could handle [Laccording to
his ability]. Then he left. 16The servant who got five -bags
[Ltalents] went quickly -to invest the money [and traded with
them; and put the money to work] and -earned [gained] five
more. 17In the same way, the servant who had two -invested
[traded with] them and -earned [gained] two more. 18But
the servant who got one went out and dug a hole in the
ground and hid the master’s money.

19“After a long time the master came home and -asked the
servants what they did with his money [settled/went over the
accounts with them]. 20The servant who was given five -bags
of gold [Ltalents] brought five more -bags [Ltalents] to the
master and said, ‘Master, you trusted me to care for five
-bags of gold [Ltalents], -so I used your five to earn [Lsee, I
have earned] five more. 21The master answered, ‘You did
well. You are a good and -loyal [faithful] servant. Because
you were -loyal [faithful] with -small [a few] things, I will -let
you care for [put you in charge of] -much greater [many]
things. -Come and share my joy with me [LEnter into the joy
of your master].

22“Then the servant who had been given two -bags of gold
[Ltalents] came to the master and said, ‘Master, you -gave me
[trusted me with] two -bags of gold [Ltalents] to care for, -so I
used your two bags to earn [Lsee, | have earned] two more.
23The master answered, ‘You did well. You are a good and
‘loyal [faithful] servant. Because you were -loyal [faithful]
with -small [a few] things, I will -let you care for [put you in
charge of] ‘much greater [many] things. -Come and share
my joy with me [LEnter into the joy of your master].

24“Then the servant who had been given one ‘bag of gold
[Ltalent] came to the master and said, ‘Master, I knew that
you were a -hard [harsh; exacting; demanding] man. You
‘harvest things [reap where] you did not -plant [sow]. You
gather crops where you did not sow any seed. 25So0 I was
afraid and went and hid your -money [Ttalent] in the
ground. [LSee] Here is -your bag of gold [Lwhat is yours].
26[LBut] The master answered, ‘You are a wicked and lazy
servant! You say you knew that I -harvest things [reap
where] I did not -plant [sow] and that I gather crops where I
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did not sow any seed. 27So you should have put my -gold
[money] in the bank. Then, when I came home, I would have
received -my gold [what was mine] back with interest’

28“.So the master told his other servants, ‘[LTherefore, ]
Take the -bag of gold [Ltalent] from that servant and give it
to the servant who has ten -bags of gold [Ltalents]. 29[LFor]
Those who have much will -get [be given] more, and they
will have -much more than they need [an abundance]. But
those who do not have much will have -everything [even
what they have] taken away from them. 30Then the master
said, ‘Throw that -useless [worthless] servant -outside, into
the darkness [or into the outer darkness,] where -people will
cry and grind their teeth with pain [Tthere will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth; Cindicating agony and remorse].

31“The Son of Man will come again in his great glory
[Dan. 7:13-14], with all his angels. He will -be King and sit
on his [Lsit on his] -great [glorious] throne. 32All the nations
of the world will be gathered before him, and he will sepa-
rate them -into two groups [Lone from another] as a shep-
herd separates the sheep from the goats. 33The Son of Man
will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.

34“Then the King will say to the people on his right,
‘Come, -my Father has given you his blessing [Lthose blessed
by my Father]. -Receive [Inherit] the kingdom God has pre-
pared for you -since the world was made [Lfrom the cre-
ation/foundation of the world]. 35[LFor; Because] I was
hungry, and you gave me food. I was thirsty, and you gave
me something to drink. I was -alone and away from home [a
stranger], and you -invited me into your house [wel-
comed/received me]. 361 was -without clothes [naked], and
you -gave me something to wear [clothed me]. I was sick,
and you -cared for [visited; looked after] me. I was in prison,
and you -visited [came to] me.

37“Then the -good [righteous] people will answer, ‘Lord,
when did we see you hungry and give you food, or thirsty
and give you something to drink? 38When did we see you
-alone and away from home [a stranger] and -invite you into
our house [welcome/receive you]? When did we see you
-without clothes [naked] and -give you something to wear
[clothe you]? 39When did we see you sick or in prison and
-care for [come to] you?’

40“Then the King will answer, ‘I tell you the truth, any-
thing you did for even the least of my -people here [Lbrothers
(and sisters)], you also did for me’

41“Then the King will say to those on his left, “Go away
[Depart] from me. You -will be punished [are cursed]. Go into
the -fire that burns forever [eternal fire] that was prepared for
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the devil and his angels [Cthe demons]. 42[LFor; Because] I
was hungry, and you gave me nothing to eat. I was thirsty,
and you gave me nothing to drink. 43I was -alone and away
from home [a stranger], and you did not -invite me into
your house [welcome/receive me]. I was -without clothes
[naked], and you -gave me nothing to wear [did not clothe
me]. I was sick and in prison, and you did not -care for [visit;
look after] me.

44“Then those people will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry or thirsty or -alone and away from home [a
stranger] or -without clothes [naked] or sick or in prison?
When did we see these things and not -help [serve; care for]
you?’

45“Then the King will answer, ‘I tell you the truth, -any-
thing [to the extent] you refused to do for even the least of
my people here [Lthese], you refused to do for me.

46“These people will go off to -be punished forever [eter-
nal punishment], but the -good people [righteous] -will go to
live forever [to eternal life].”

2 6 After Jesus finished saying all these things

[cthis is the end of Jesus’ fifth and final discourse
in Matthew; see 7:28], he told his -followers [disciples],
2“You know that -the day after tomorrow [Ltwo days from
now] is the day of the Passover Feast [Cthe festival during
which an unblemished lamb was sacrificed]. On that day the
Son of Man will be -given to his enemies [handed over] to
be crucified.”

3Then the ‘leading [Tchief] priests and the elders -had a
meeting [assembled] at the -palace [court] of the high priest,
named Caiaphas. 4At the meeting, they -planned [plotted] to
set a trap [to act secretly/treacherously] to arrest Jesus and
kill him. 5But they said, “We must not do it during the -feast
[Passover festival], because the people might cause a riot.”

6Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon, -who had a
skin disease [Lthe leper; Cfor leprosy, see 8:2; Simon may have
been healed by Jesus.]. 7While Jesus was there, a woman ap-
proached him with an alabaster -jar [vial] filled with expen-
sive perfume. She poured this perfume on Jesus’ head while
he was -eating [Lreclining; Cthe posture for a banquet or din-
ner party].

8His -followers [disciples] were -upset [indignant] when
they saw the woman do this. They asked, “Why waste that
perfume? 91t could have been sold for a great deal of money
and the money given to the poor.”

10Knowing what had happened, Jesus said, “Why are you
‘troubling [bothering; criticizing] this woman? She did an
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-excellent thing [beautiful/good deed] for me. 11You will al-
ways have the poor with you [Deut. 15:11], but you will not
always have me. 12This woman poured perfume on my body
to prepare me for burial. 131 tell you the truth, wherever the
‘Good News [Gospel] is preached in all the world, what this
woman has done will be told, and people will remember her.”

14Then one of -the twelve apostles [Lthe Twelve], [Lwho
was called] Judas Iscariot, went to talk to the leading
[Tchief] priests. 15He said, “What will you -pay [give] me for
-giving [betraying; delivering] Jesus to you?” And they -gave
him [weighed/counted out] thirty silver coins [Zech. 11:12].
16After that, Judas watched for -the best time [an opportu-
nity] to -turn Jesus in [betray him].

170n the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the
-followers [disciples] came to Jesus. They said, “Where do
you want us to prepare for you to eat the Passover meal?”

18Jesus answered, “Go into the city to a certain man and
tell him, ‘The Teacher says: “-The chosen time is near [LMy
time has come/drawn near]. I will -have [celebrate; observe]
the Passover with my -followers [disciples] at your house.”””
19The -followers [disciples] did what Jesus told them to do,
and they prepared the Passover meal.

20In the evening Jesus was -sitting at the table [Lreclining;
Cthe posture for a banquet] with his twelve -followers [disci-
ples]. 21As they were eating, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth,
one of you will -turn against [betray] me.”

22This made the -followers [disciples] very -sad [distressed;
pained]. Each one began to say to Jesus, “:Surely, Lord, I am
not the one, am I [Surely not I, Lord; orIs it I, Lord]?”

23Jesus answered, “The man who has dipped his hand with
me into the bowl [Cprobably not a signal, but means “one
who shares close fellowship with me”] is the one who will
‘turn against [betray] me. 24The Son of Man will -die [go to
his fate; Lgo], just as the Scriptures say. But -how terrible it
will be for [Lwoe to] the person -who hands the Son of Man
over to be killed [Lby whom the Son of Man is betrayed]. It
would be better for him if he had never been born.”

25Then Judas, who would -give Jesus to his enemies [be-
tray him], said to Jesus, “-Teacher [LRabbi], -surely I am not
the one, am I [surely not I; oris it I]2”

Jesus answered, “-Yes, it is you [LYou have said it].”

26While they were eating, Jesus took some bread and
-thanked God for [blessed] it and -broke [divided] it. Then
he gave it to his -followers [disciples] and said, “-Take this
bread and eat it [LTake, eat]; this is my body.”
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27Then Jesus took a cup and -thanked God for it [gave
thanks] and gave it to the -followers [disciples]. He said,
“Every one of you drink [Lfrom] this. 28This is my blood
‘which is the new” agreement that God makes with his peo-
ple [or which confirms/establishes the new covenant; Lof the
new covenant; Ex. 24:8. Jer. 31:31-34]. This blood is poured
out for many -to forgive their [Tfor the remission of] sins [Is.
53:12]. 291 tell you this: I will not drink of this -fruit of the
vine [wine] again until that day when I drink it new with
you in my Father’s kingdom.”

30After singing a hymn [Cprobably the Hallel psalms (Ps.
113-118), sung during the Passover meal], they went out to
the Mount of Olives.

31Jesus told -his followers [Lthem], “Tonight you will all
-stumble in your faith [fall away; desert] on account of me,
because it is written in the Scriptures:

‘T will -kill [strike] the shepherd,
and the sheep [Lof the flock] will -scatter [be scattered]’
[Zech. 13:7].

32But after I rise from the dead [L] am raised], I will go
ahead of you into Galilee.”

33Peter said, “Everyone else may -stumble in their faith
[fall away; desert] because of you, but I will not.”

34Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, tonight before the roos-
ter crows you will -say three times you don’t know me
[deny/disown me three times].”

35But Peter said, “Even if I must die with you, I will never
-say that I don’t know [deny/disown] you!” And all the other
-followers [disciples] said the same thing.

36Then Jesus went with his -followers [disciples] to a place
called Gethsemane. He said to them, “Sit here while I go over
there and pray.” 37He took Peter and the two sons of
Zebedee with him, and he began to be very -sad [sorrowful]
and -troubled [anguished; distressed]. 38He said to them,
“My -heart [soul] is -full of sorrow [overwhelmed with
grief], to the point of death. Stay here and -watch [stay
awake; be alert] with me.”

39After walking a little farther away from them, Jesus fell
[with his face] to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is
possible, -do not give me [Llet pass from me] this -cup of suf-
fering [Lcup; Csuffering is metaphorically portrayed as some-
thing bitter to drink]. But do -what you want [your will], not
‘what I want [my will].” 40Then Jesus went back to his -fol-
lowers [disciples] and found them asleep. He said to Peter,

26:28 new Some Greek copies do not have this word. Compare Luke 22:20.

Matthew 26:40

JESUS’ FOLLOWERS
WILL LEAVE HIM
(26:31-35;

Mark 14:27-31;

Luke 22:31-34;

John 13:36-38)

JESUS PRAYS
ALONE
(26:36-46;

Mark 14:32-42;
Luke 22:39-46;
John 12:27; 18:1)



Matthew 26:41

JESUS IS ARRESTED
(26:47-56;

Mark 14:43-52;

Luke 22:47-53;

John 18:2-12)

70

“You men could not -stay awake [watch] with me for one
hour? 41-Stay awake [Keep watch] and pray for strength
-against temptation [or not to fail the test]. The spirit -wants
to do what is right [is willing], but -the body [or human na-
ture; Tthe flesh] is weak.”

42Then Jesus went away a second time and prayed, “My Fa-
ther, if it is not possible for -this painful thing [Lthis thing; Cthe
cup of suffering; v. 39] to be taken from me, and if I must -do
[drink] it, -I pray that what you want [Lmay your] will be done.

43Then he went back to his -followers [disciples], and
again he found them asleep, because their eyes were heavy.
4450 Jesus left them and went away and prayed a third time,
saying the same thing.

45Then Jesus went back to his -followers [disciples] and
said, “-Are you still sleeping and resting? [or Go ahead, sleep
and have your rest!] The time has come for the Son of Man
to be -handed over to [Lbetrayed/delivered into the hands of]
sinful people. 46Get up, we must go. Look, here comes -the
man who has turned against me [my betrayer].”

>

47While Jesus was still speaking, Judas, one of -the twelve
apostles [the Twelve], came up. With him were many people
carrying swords and clubs who had been sent from the
-leading [Tchief] priests and the Jewish elders of the people.
48Judas had planned to give them a -signal [sign], saying,
“The man I kiss is -Jesus [the one]. -Arrest [Seize] him.” 49At
once Judas went to Jesus and said, “Greetings, -Teacher
[LRabbi]!” and kissed him.

50Jesus answered, “Friend, do what you came to do.”

Then the people came and grabbed Jesus and arrested
him. 51-When that happened [LAnd look/Tbehold], one of
-Jesus’ followers [Lthose with Jesus] reached for his sword
and pulled it out. He struck the servant of the high priest
and cut off his ear.

52Jesus said to the man, “Put your sword back in its place.
[LFor] All who -use swords [Ltake the sword] will -be killed
with swords [Ldie/perish by the sword]. 53-Surely [LDon’t...?]
you know I could ask my Father, and he would give me more
than twelve -armies [legions] of angels. 54But -it must hap-
pen this way to bring about what the Scriptures say [Lhow,
then, could the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen
this way?].”

55Then Jesus said to the crowd, “You came to get me with
swords and clubs as if I were a -criminal [revolutionary; rebel;
Lrobber; Cthe term “robber” was used by the Romans of insur-
rectionists]. Every day I sat in the Temple teaching, and you
did not arrest me there. 56But all these things have happened
-so that it will come about as the prophets wrote [Lto fulfill
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the writings/scriptures of the prophets].” Then all of Jesus’
followers [disciples] -left [deserted] him and -ran away [fled].

57Those people who -arrested [seized] Jesus led him to the
house of Caiaphas, the high priest, where the -teachers of the
law [scribes] and the elders were gathered. 58Peter followed
far behind to the courtyard of the high priest’s house, and he
sat down with the guards to see -what would happen to Jesus
[Lthe end/outcome].

59The -leading [Tchief] priests and the whole -Jewish
council [Sanhedrin; Cthe highest Jewish court] tried to find
-something false [false evidence/testimony] against Jesus so
they could -kill [execute] him. 60Many people came and
‘told lies about him [testified falsely], but the council could
find no real reason to kill him. -Then [Finally] two people
came and said, 61“This man said, ‘I can destroy the Temple
of God and build it again in three days.”

62Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Aren’t
you going to answer? -Don’t you have something to say
about their [or What about these] -charges [testimony]
against you?” 63But Jesus -said nothing [was silent; Is. 53:7].

Again the high priest said to Jesus, “I -command you by
the power of [demand in the name of; put you under oath
by] the living God: Tell us if you are the -Christ [Messiah],
the Son of God.”

64Jesus answered, “-Those are your words [LYou have said
it/so; Can indirect affirmation]. But I tell you, -in the future
[Lfrom now on] you will see the Son of Man sitting at the
right hand of God, the -Powerful One [or the place of power;
Lpower], and coming on -clouds in the sky [the clouds of
heaven; Ps. 110:1; Dan. 7:13-14].

65When the high priest heard this, he tore his clothes [Ca
sign of sorrow or outrage] and said, “This man has -said
things that are against God [blasphemed]! -We don’t [Why
should we...?] need any more witnesses; you all heard -him
say these things against God [the blasphemy]. 66What -do
you think [is your verdict]?”

The people answered, “He -should [deserves to; is guilty
and should] die”

67Then the people there spat in Jesus’ face and beat him
with their fists. Others slapped him. 68They said, “-Prove to
us that you are a prophet [LProphesy to/for us], you -Christ
[Messiah]! Tell us who hit you!”

69At that time, as Peter was sitting [Loutside] in the court-
yard, a servant girl came to him and said, “You also were
with Jesus of Galilee”

70But Peter denied it in front of everyone. He said, “I
don’t know what you are talking about.”
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7TWhen he left the courtyard and was at the gate, another
girl saw him. She said to the people there, “This man was
with Jesus of Nazareth.”

72 Again, -Peter said he was never with him, saying, “I
swear [Lhe denied it with an oath, saying,] I don’t know this
man Jesus!”

73A short time later, some people standing there went to
Peter and said, “Surely you are one of those who followed
Jesus. The way you talk shows it [CPeter’s Galilean accent
gave him away].”

74Then Peter began to place a curse on himself and swear,
“I don’t know the man.” At once, a rooster crowed. 75And
Peter remembered what Jesus had told him: “Before the
rooster crows, you will -say three times that you don’t know
me [deny/disown me three times].” Then Peter went outside
and -cried painfully [Twept bitterly].

2 Early the next morning, all the -leading [Tchief]

priests and elders of the people -decided that
Jesus should die [or met together to plan Jesus’ death]. 2They
-tied [bound] him, led him away, and turned him over to Pi-
late, the governor.

3Judas, the one who had -given [betrayed] Jesus to his en-
emies, saw that -they had decided to kill Jesus [Jesus had
been condemned]. Then he was -very sorry [filled with re-
morse] for what he had done. So he took the thirty silver
coins back to the leading [Tchief] priests and the elders,
4saying, “I sinned; I -handed over to you [betrayed] -an inno-
cent man [Linnocent blood].”

The leaders answered, “What -is that to us [do we care]?
That’s your -problem, not ours [responsibility; concern].”

5So Judas threw the -money [silver coins] into the -Tem-
ple [sanctuary]. Then he went off and hanged himself.

6The -leading [Tchief] priests picked up the silver coins in
the Temple and said, “-Our law does not allow us [or It is not
right] to ‘keep [put] this money -with the Temple money [in
the Temple treasury], because it -has paid for a man’s death
[is blood money; Lis the price of blood].” 7So they decided to
use the coins to buy -Potter’s Field [or the potter’s field] as a
place to bury -strangers [or foreigners]. 8That is why that
field is still called the Field of Blood. 9So what Jeremiah the
prophet had said -came true [was fulfilled]: “They took
thirty -silver coins [Tpieces of silver]. That is -how little the
Israelites thought he was worth [or the price at which he was
valued by the Israelites; or the value of a man with a price on
his head among the Israelites; Jer. 18:2—-3; 19:1-13; 32:5-15;



73 Matthew 27:24

Zech. 11:12-13]. 10They used those thirty silver coins to buy
-Potter’s Field [or the potter’s field], as the Lord commanded

»

me.

11Jesus stood before Pilate the governor, and Pilate asked  pyLATE QUESTIONS

him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” JESUS
Jesus answered, ““Those are your words [It is as you say; (27:11-14;
2 S Mark 15:2-5;
LYou say so; Can indirect affirmation]. Luke 23.0-5,
12When the ‘leading [Tchief] priests and the elders ac- John 18:29-38)

cused Jesus, he -said nothing [did not answer].

13So Pilate said to Jesus, “Don’t you hear them accusing
you of -all these [so many] things?”

14But Jesus -said nothing in answer to Pilate [did not an-
swer a single charge], and -Pilate [Lthe governor] was very
-surprised [amazed] at this.

15Every year at the -time of Passover [festival/feast] the PILATE TRIES TO
governor would free [Lfor the crowd] one prisoner whom the FREE JESUS
people chose. 16At that time there was a man in prison, (27:15-31;
Mark 15:6-21;
named Barabbas,” who was -known to be very bad [well Luke 2317-32
known; notorious]. 17When the people gathered, Pilate said, John 18:39-40;
“Whom do you want me to set free: Barabbas” or Jesus who 191717
is called the -Christ [Messiah]?” 18[LFor] Pilate knew that
they turned Jesus in to him because they were jealous.
19While Pilate was sitting there on the judge’s seat [Ca
special seat for speeches or judicial pronouncements], his
wife sent this message to him: “-Don’t do anything to [or
Have nothing to do with] that man, because he is -innocent
[righteous]. Today I had a dream about him, and it -troubled
me very much [caused me great pain/anguish].”
20But the -leading [Tchief] priests and elders convinced
the crowd to ask for Barabbas to be freed and for Jesus to be
-killed [executed].
21Pilate said, “Which of these two do you want me to set
free for you?”
The people answered, “Barabbas.”
22Pjlate asked, “So what should I do with Jesus, the one
called the -Christ [Messiah]?”
They all answered, “Crucify him!”
23Pilate asked, “Why? What -wrong [crime; evil] has he
done?”
But they shouted louder, “Crucify him!”
24When Pilate saw that he -could do nothing about this
[was getting nowhere; was gaining nothing] and that a riot
was starting, he took some water and washed his hands in
front of the crowd. Then he said, “I am -not guilty [innocent]

27:16-17 Barabbas Some Greek copies read “Jesus Barabbas!"
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JESUS IS CRUCIFIED
(27:32-44;

Mark 15:22-32;

Luke 23:33-43;

John 9:17-27)
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of this man’s -death [Lblood]. -You are the ones who are
causing it [It is your responsibility now; or Take care of it
yourselves]!”

25All the people answered, “-“We and our children will be
responsible for his death [LHis blood be on us and on our
children].

26Then he set Barabbas free. But he had Jesus -beaten
with whips [scourged; flogged] and handed over to the sol-
diers to be crucified.

27The governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the -governor’s
palace [fortress; headquarters; LPraetorium], and -they all
gathered around him [or the whole regiment/company/
cohort was assembled; ca cohort was about five hundred
soldiers; here it may mean those of the cohort on duty].
28They -took off his clothes [stripped him] and put a -red
[scarlet] robe on him [Cprobably a scarlet military coat,
whose color resembled purple, the color of royalty]. 29Using
thorny branches, they made a crown, put it on his head,
and put a -stick [reed; staff] in his right hand [Cas a scepter].
Then the soldiers -bowed [kneeled] before Jesus and -made
fun of [mocked] him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”
30They spat on Jesus. Then they took his -stick [reed; staff]
and began to beat him on the head. 31After they -finished
[had mocked him], the soldiers took off the robe and put
his own clothes on him again. Then they led him away to
be crucified.

32.As the soldiers were going out of the city with Jesus
[LAs they went out], they ‘met [found; came across] a man
from Cyrene [Ca city in northern Africa, in present-day
Libya], named Simon, and forced him to carry the cross for
Jesus. 33They all came to the place called Golgotha, which
means [Cin Aramaic] the Place of the Skull. 34-The soldiers
[LThey; cthis could be the soldiers or the women of
Jerusalem] gave Jesus wine mixed with gall to drink [Cthe
gall was either a sedative or further mockery, making the
wine bitter; Ps. 69:21; Prov. 31:6]. He tasted the wine but re-
fused to drink it. 35When the soldiers had crucified him,
they threw lots [Csimilar to dice] to -decide who would get
[Ldivide up] his clothes” [Ps. 22:18]. 36The soldiers sat there
and -continued watching [kept guard over] him. 37They put
a sign above Jesus” head with the charge against him. It said:
THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 38Two -robbers [rebels;
revolutionaries; Cthe term “robber” was used by the Romans

27:35 clothes Some Greek copies continue, “So what God said through the
prophet came true, They divided my clothes among them, and they threw lots
for my clothing.”” See Psalm 22:18.
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of insurrectionists] were crucified beside Jesus, one on the
right and the other on the left [Is. 53:12]. 39People walked by
and -insulted [defamed; slandered; Cthe same Greek word used
to “blaspheme”] Jesus and shook their heads [Ca gesture of de-
rision; Ps. 22:7], 40saying, “You said you could destroy the
Temple and build it again in three days. So save yourself!
Come down from that cross if you are really the Son of God!”

41The -leading [Tchief] priests, the teachers of the law, and
the Jewish elders were also -making fun of [mocking] Jesus.
42They said, “He saved others, but he can’t save himself! He
says he is the king of Israel! If he is the king, let him come
down now from the cross. Then we will believe in him. 43He
trusts in God, so let God -save [rescue; deliver] him now, if
God really wants him [Ps. 22:8]. He himself said, ‘T am the
Son of God.” 44And in the same way, the robbers [rebels;
revolutionaries; v. 38] who were being crucified beside Jesus
also -insulted [ridiculed; taunted] him.

45At -noon [Lthe sixth hour] the whole country became JESUS DIES
dark, and the darkness lasted -for three hours [Luntil the (27:45-56;
ninth hour]. 46About -three o’clock [Lthe ninth hour] Jesus ’LV";’("‘ 21354343__:91
cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” This ~ ,,° 19:25-30)
means, “My God, my God, why have you -abandoned [for-
saken] me [Ps. 22:1; Cthese words are a mixture of Hebrew
and Aramaic]?”
47Some of the people standing there who heard this said,
“He is calling Elijah.” [cThe prophet Elijah, associated with
the end times (Mal. 4:5), was also viewed as a helper in time
of need.]
48.Quickly [At once] one of them ran and got a sponge
and filled it with -vinegar [or sour wine; Can inexpensive
drink used by soldiers and slaves] and tied it to a -stick [reed]
and gave it to Jesus to drink [Ps. 69:21]. 49But the others
said, “~-Don’t bother him [Wait; Leave him alone]. We want
to see if Elijah will come to save him.”
50But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice and -died [Lre-
leased his spirit].
51.Then [TAnd behold] the curtain in the Temple [cdivid-
ing the Most Holy Place from the rest of the Temple] was
torn into two pieces, from the top to the bottom [Crepresent-
ing new access to the presence of God, and perhaps God’s
judgment against the Temple leadership]. Also, the earth
shook and rocks broke apart. 52The graves opened, and
many [Lof the bodies] of -God’s people [the saints] who had
-died [Lfallen asleep] were raised from the dead. 53They
came out of the graves after -Jesus was raised from the dead
[Lhis resurrection] and went into the holy city [CJerusalem],
where they appeared to many people.
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54When the -army officer [centurion] and -the soldiers
[Lthose with him] guarding Jesus saw this earthquake and
everything else that happened, they were -very frightened
[filled with awe] and said, “He really was the Son of God!”

55Many women who had followed Jesus from Galilee to
-help [provide support for; minister to] him were standing at
a distance from the cross, watching. 56Mary Magdalene, and
Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of
James and John were -there [among them].

57That evening a rich man named Joseph, a -follower [dis-
ciple] of Jesus from the town of Arimathea, -came to
Jerusalem [or came forward; Lcame]. 58Joseph went to Pilate
and asked to have Jesus’ body. So Pilate gave orders for -the
soldiers to give it [Lit to be given] to Joseph. 59Then Joseph
took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth. 60He
put Jesus’ body in his own new tomb that he ha